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WHAT THAT STAR, 

14DS-THIS, (•) MEANS, WHEN 
YOU SEE IT AFTER 
TOUBNAm. 

Thara are many tnataaaaa w »Ueh 
I believe, from varioua f t Mp ni , that 

Ksona would take tka Bladi if 
f eonld aaa aereral consecutive 
OOWM of lt» when they might not do 
It Juat frM seeing a smgle issue, 
^lay are gMMrally such persons as 
write for MMspla ooplM, and per- 
aoMl triaadi ol mfmUt^ or of my 

In nuuty of these oaaes the Bladi 
vlU be sent to them marlced with a 
f^T, lilce this ( * ) after their names 
«s taair priaM addreaa which will 
ihow the date at whioh the paper 
atarto to them. 

In these cases it is, of course, de- 
allid that the parties shall pay for 
Ih* paper, at the regular rates— 11 
A year for a sinff)e paper, or 60 Gents 
oaoh for 6 or more papers. 

If after the parties have seen the 
paper long enouKb to di-UM-iuiae 
vkaUMr they will waut it, 1 must 
Wapaotfiillj aslc ttiat they may either 
pay me for it, in advance, the ru^^u- 
lar way, or notify <ne to discoutiuue 
It and I will do so with tbunlcb for 
courtesy. 

If friends of the Ui.adc kuow of 
persons who do not take it, and who, 
fety believe, would talce It, if tbey 
ka^Ot it. I would be obliifcd If they 



Editor nMiFCuAHS Ut.Anr. 

If you wish this natloq^to l)< 
better, then please read ami 
against the claiii,'<T of ov erpopulat inj; 
it, which has caused Europe and 
China to work lor wmtXf jtarving 
wages. 

\Vork a(;ainst nriarriages of l)ad 
characters, bad health, drunkards, 
unsound aMitMA wa axtMnely 
poor. ' 

Ignorance has no moral r<kht to 
people this world with orii^nals, 
scrotula and consumptioa. ' 

The raising of good, ioaad Itld in- 
telligent ohiMree wa owe to Uiman- 
ItT, juatloa aod ftrtdra geaerwions 
There shoald ba stringent la«rs for 
the bettemMBi <rf the p r aaaa t and 
future generattODB. 

Any peraoa BustelDiBg, or work 
log for any lair that Is for the tnter- 
Ml of the minority, and dalrtmaotal 
to the majority maal ba • atparsti- 
tious bigot, ignoraot Ml natarally 
mean. 

WeLtbaralaara in the minority 
and powartMate pMaanjkiw. The 
Bible teaohaa to Many aod "raplen 
iah the earth." Oalj proper per- 
sons aboaid'be allowtd.to marry. 
Which is the better, aialer to have 
been born or to have been bora, and, 
at the age of 00, have the miHi to 
say that the misery has baan gNater 
than the joy of life? 

If you say it Is the man's own 
fault; that be oould have lived a dif 
ferent life, and pould have had more 
happiness than misery, then why 
can t you make yourself President 
of the United Static; why do you 
get sick; why don't yoa havvall the 
money you want? 

Instead of our being free agents 
we are merely tools; creatures of 
chance, governed by outer and inner 
circumstances and abilities. ' 

If the Bible be true, as they sar it 



hereafter, will be far worse than in 
present life; for from the Bible 
teaching we may be assured that 
most of the people will go to an 
eternal hell. You say it is their 
fault; that if they believe the Hible 
and do right they will go to heaven. 
But will your answer lessen their 
sutTerings in hell? 

When Christians ask us to believe 
their Bible, the main evidence that 
tbev offer us is, that Its supposed 
authors said tliey were prophets, or 
inspired, and that their book is the 
word of God. If this be true reason- 
ing then why not also believe the 
Koran of tbe Turks and the Vedas 
of tbe Hindoos? Those books are 
also claimed to l>e inspired and the 
believers in them call the believers 
In tbe Bible, heathen. 

The Hindoo inspired books also 
have a craaUlad Savior who arose 
from tbe the dead 8100 years ago, to 
save the world. 

The Christians Bezt.atr(mgeat ar 
gument is that tba tivtUsatlOB of 
the Ohriatian natioaa iidoa to the 
Bible. 

If this ba true how do you aoaount 
for the etvUliattOB that OUaa and 
Japan havat 

Natthar of thoaa aatkms believe i n 
Jeaua. or oar BMa, aioapt a very 
few who, from vartooa raaaoa s have 
been uersuaded by tha Christian 
miasionariea. How do you explain 
that their civilization is sofar anead 
of our Indians, who for gaaoratioaa, 
hava had tbe Ghrlst&B> raUgkw 
preaobad to them? 

Tha Chinese and Japanese have 
laws to punish crime; they have hoa- 
pltals and asylums, and taca eara of 
their poor as best tbey can. 

Col. Hall, an English ofBcer,.say8, 
aftei llvinff one year In Japan, "For 
honesty, charity and poll'enesa the 
Japanese excel tbe Christians." 
Capt. Cardonette, of 191 Marcy Ave, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., a Christian, says 
that he has found tbe Mohammedans 
more honest and temperate than the 
Christians. There was a t'me when 
Egyot was the first nation iu the 
world. Could not an K^yptian then 
have said Egypt is tbe most iutelll- 
gent, most civilized and riclieHt of 
all '^lie nations and was made so l>y 
Its religion? Would that have 
proved that its religion was of more 
than human origin? 

Christians say thai dl!<l)('lief of the 
liible means tbe ciowiit.tll of man 
We have all itriowii naturally goovl 
men who were Christians an*l turned 
to be Lib(M'als and remainuii just as 
good ciliiicns, and we have known 
bad Liberals who Ix'caine Cbristians 
and remained just as bad. 

Principle is iudupent and is not 
nia<ie by belief in future punishment. 

CbrUtlans are as )>adly mistakeu 
as they are honest in testifying to 
their bolineas, changed hearts and i be 
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fitomtMr 

toranoaaad laraatiirste „ 

wotild soon sea their mistake, 
ara erooa to judge all maa by tMir 
Panliaa Muclm that "tka wtodom of 
this worM la footlatam with Ood. 
To this we reply that Um WMdom Of 
the religionist la/ibOliabMM witb 
the solenttflc InvMtigator. 

For years I waa a Obrlstlao, at 
perlenoed hollneaa aad felt aavei hji 
tbe same imagiaatiOB thai daoeivas 
tbousaoda to say thay ara saved. 
When I law th»'Btbleoo«M no 
ho proven inspired thaa 
t>'>ok, I left the ohuroh 
brethren why I did so. 

I will doro«4 what I here write ir 
any newspaoar, afalaet aay eaa who 
believes that tha BIMa aaa ai 

public d^'bftte. 

A Brooklyn student asks "How 
could we^ have known right from 
wrong had It not been for the Bi 
ble?" When people had so evoluted 
that they could reason that two 
hands hM more fingers than one 
that it wee shorter to cross a str><ari 
than to go up it and around Its head, 
that mutilation of the body caused 
pain; that It was unpleaaant to 
nave property stolen, than right and 
wrong were realized, and these 
things were matters of experienc? 
long before any of our tiible was 
written; before our aaoaatOTS had 
Invented the alphabet 

Christians ask; "If vou can be- 
lieve in Washington and in the Czar, 
why can't you believe in Christ?" 

We believe it highly probable that 
there was a man named Jesus, more 
or less like the one mentioned ih the 
New Testament, but we are unable 
to believe that he arose from the 
dead. 

If the histories of Washington and 
the Czar told us that they arose from 
the dead, walked on the water, or 
made the earth shake we would be 
unable to believe such parts of their 
history. 

Cbristians say the Bible must '>l>a 
Inspired liecause prophecies have 
been fulfilled. If there is anything 
in this ttien why are not the million 
.!£dtjr liTlctrril iThri^isnp''i"T 
that come to pass? I can femei 
t>er that famine, wars, and rumoaj 
of war have taken place in tbe past 
and that tiiere had been prbphecy 
that these ahoold take place, and yet 
tbe fulflllmaat of such prophecies 
was no evidaaoa that tha propheta 
who predletad tham wara inaptred. 
And no stroager fulBlImant of prop- 
hecy than thaaa eaa ba proven by 
tbe Blbla. 

Chriatiaaa eay that tha ooming of 
Christ waa foratoUl Thara la noth- 
ing stranva aboBt that; IMion is 
easilv dated baok, aad dreams are 
unreliable. 

It the Bible was written by In- 
spired men who oould foretell things, 
as the clergy would have v% believe, 
why did they not mi^ their proph- 
ecies clearer and aMta parfeot than, 
uninsoirad people aoald hardly: 
guess? 

Jf they had prophesied that a cy- 
clone should strike St. Louis in May 
1896, and that In 1898 the United 
States would go to war with tbe 
Kingdom of Spain, and had so ar- 
ranged that one similar prophesy 
would be fulfilled once in every fifty 
years, it would have bad more weight 
with thinking people than the repe- 
tition of the stories about Samson, 
ItaOel, thi' Ark, the s-erpjnts of the 
Old and New Testamentt, and about 
tbe reserraetluna of Laaaroa aad of 
Jesus 

M.iny Christians will no'., inves- 
tigate; they think it is a .sin to do 
so. No religion is worth anything 
if it will not stand investigation. 
Any religion that will permit tbe 
worst of murderers to enter heaven 
by faith and baptism while their 
victims are in hell for honest faith 
iu Ingersoil's doctrine, caahavano 
connection with justice. 

Many Christians believe in a Dev- 
il who, tbey say, is all over the 
world at . the same time tempting 
people to do wrong. If you had 
sheep which you wanted to keep 
and a wolf daily got among tliem, 
wouldn't you llU that wairifyou 

could? 

If you would kill the wolf, bow can 
you believe that a just (iod wou.d 
nut kill tbe Devil, aud, thereby, keep 
the majority of bis children out of 
an eternal bell? Why should this 
Devil who if in another worlil, tor- 
me-il dinners who are his friends in 
this oiii!, mere'y to please (iod, who 
is his enemy? 

If Ood is intiuitely wise can he 
frame any excuse for ereatin ; ttie 
Devil, if be is opposed lu the suffer- 
ing of the majority of tha ptapll in 
the Christian world? 

II suoh results follow as the clergy 
would have us b^'lleve, what s^ul 
tidings lias Christianity brtiughl.'' 

If the passengcm ou soui'' great 
shir were told that tti.. ship .v.ks to 

wrecked, aud that only a few 



would go to tlm 
eall It "glad tldlnga 



bottom woold thay 
of great Joy?^' 
Aooordiaff to tha tfiMa MMtr all 
will go to aa ataraal hall thaliafhr 
worae thaa drowning. 

Chrtatlane say thai all tha books 
believed to be the word of OdH by 
the heathen nations ara humaa In- 
ventions and falsa. Onr book, called 
the Bible ean, la the MMaa way, be 
shown to ba a human Invention. 

They my to us: "What will you 
give MS that is better than the Bi- 
ble? 

We would give them a higher 
morality without a useless Christi- 
anity. It cannot truthfully be said 
that tbe man who attacks l!uddhism 
attacks all morality. He does not 
attack gt-Kidness, justice, mercy, or 
anything that tends in his judgment 
to the welfare of mankind, but be 
merely attacks Buddhism. 

So one, in attacking Christianity 
does not attack kindness, charity, 
or any virtue, but he .attacks soine- 
thini,' th^t ha<{ been added to these, 
lie does not attack the f rait or tbe 
flower, but the parasite. 

Truth Is better than falsebood. 
We would give you the religion of 
reason and bumanity Instead of 
that of the Bible that tells you that 
most of thq people will go to hell. 
Tbe. fear of that awfuL puaiahment 
has caused many good [ lip p la to go 
to insane asylums. 

We would lessen the danger of re 
ligious wars and stop the expense 
of keeping up 1 1.3,000 preachers and 
40,000 priests in the United States 
alone. We would give you just and 
impartial laws and repeal the relig- 
ious and partial laws, which are 
many, and which furnish big pay 
for preachers, for ponitaat i a r les, 
soldiers and law makers. 

We do not want the Bible forced 
upon the minds of our young in the 
public schools One of these partial 
religious laws in some of our states, 
is tbat no Liberal can hold any pub- 
lic offlce, nor will his oath t>e taken, 
no matter how honest and upright 
he is. while. In these same states, 
bad Christians can fill these offices. 
Sat €ar.'it{<w» -sa y tha t t! w>w > .a w: 
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ed of asimllar oflbnia, and santonali 
to two yaara in the penitentiary, by 
United BtateaJndga, Thompaoa, of 
Olndhaatt. These two awn were 
proaae nt ad by preachers, and these 
tt*o eaaaa are but a small per cent of 
the pnalahaNat that has been inflict- 
ed la tha bMt 80 years.on intelligent, 
noUa naa who hooaatly worked for 
the ba t tora i ent of tha hnaaa raee. 

The work of these men did not 
pleaae the clergy. They feared that 
such would drive many of tham to 
earning their living by hard work, 
Instead of by Dfaaehlat a Um haara, 
each waaktotaairbaUtfifailwwla- 
ries. 

There is no doubt that tha Bajori- 
ty of priaste and preachers are sin- 
cere, and howsstly believe that tbey 
are engaged In a noble work, but it 
is only because they have not inves- 
tigated right. I most cheerfully ad- 
mit that thousands of ministers are 
endeavoring to do good; that they 
are pure, si-lf denying men, who are 
trying to in tke thia woftd better, but 
there is u frightfat MmH la their 
philosophy. 

They say to the bank cashier, "You 
must not steal; larceny Is wrong, 
and is contrary to all laws human 
and divine, but if you do steal every 
cent in the bank, God will as gladly 
and quickly forgive you in Canada as 
he will In the United States. " 

On the other hand Liberalism says 
there is no being controlling toe 
universe who rewards virtue and 
punishes vice. Every act has its 
necessary consequences. If the act is 
good the consequences are good. If 
it is bad the consequences are bad, 
and must be borne by the actor. 
Liberalism says to every human be- 
ing, "Ton mait VHp wk^ yoa have 
sown." 

If all men knew that they must 
abide the conseiiuenoes of their own 
actions, the world ia my Judgment, 

would be better. 

Freethougbt has attacked the doc- 
trine of the atonement. The inno- 
cent should not suffer for the guilty, 
and if the innocent do suffer for the 
guilty that does not 



no bad Christians; that all bad peo- 
ple belong to the Infidel rank. 

Christians claim credit for all the 
good done by Liberals while they 
charge all of their crimes to Liber- 
als. They generally say that the 
morality taught by them is higher 
than that taught by others, and yet 
when they read our books and 
attend our Lit>eral Sunday Schools, 
they learn that there can t>e no bet- 
ter morals than t^io&e tought by Lib 
erals. 

Liberals have never advocated 
partial laws such as have been pass- 
ed by Cbristians, But good Cbris- 
tians ara ao more guilty of paaaing 
partial lawa than good Ltbarala, 
though these unjust laws, as agaaer- 
al thing, have been passed through 
Ignoranoe; andthiaia why Inall your 
atteotioG tothafhotthat thara are 
superstithMa aad bad, aa wall aa 
good, Chriatiaaa. 

The Bible eaya that "There is 
none good; netthar indeed can be;" 
and we often hear tha beet of Chris- 
tians pray, in poUio, for tba for- 
giveness of their sins. Are not 
these confessions evidence that tbe 
Christians are a little bad? 

The percentage of moralitv varies 
In Christians. Some may have 99 
per cent, others 95, 90, 70, 40, 20, 10 
1, 0. All who believe in the inspi- 
ration of the Bible and the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus are Christians. Thus 
H. H. Holmes, Rev. G. E. Morrison 
and Charles Gulteau were Christians. 
If these scoundrels bad pro- 
fessed Liberalism we would be 
fair enough to own them as bad 
Liberals, but they all professed 
Christ and we will be fair aaongh to 
call them Christians. 

To further prove that morality and 
religion are not synonymous, and 
that there are bad Cbristians as well 
as good, I will quote the report of tbe 
Chap'ain of the Ohio Penitentiary. 

Males registered at bis otiice for 
the year 18"!l were 601. 

Parental I'hurch relations were as 
follows: CalhoTu's i:-t;t; .Methodists 
172; I'resbyti runs &:•; Baptists tli!, 
Congrogatioiuilists 11: Episcopa- 
lians S3; Lutherans '_'.'); Christians 
or Campbellitcs 17; United Breth- 
ren \i; other dauominationt 2«>; 
thoaaprolMalaff aa laUgiona belief 
n 

from these titrures one I'.iii easily 
asueruin whether Liberals or Qhris 
tiaus furnish tha ffftatavaaahar of 

convicts. 

.\ fHW vi'iirs a>;o, J B. Wise, a 
one-aniiiHl school tf.u'her, of Clay 
Center, Kansas, was convicted by 
the Cii'ted Slates Court for sending 
t>ii'oi.^>i ibe mail, Isaiah, .'(ti l 2, and 
Chas. C. Moore, au ex Ohristain 
preacher, of Lexington, Ky.. who 
learned that the liiole was no more 
inspirt-il tiian any other book, and 
then pubUshe<l a Freetbougbt, I'ro 
vaa Ib IflNK ao^vi^h^ 



fl% and partial laws will ( 
yaa will no longer hear the ory al 
'laid Mmaa:" for as a rule, M 
tfOMa aad onma are tne produotlooa 

of ignoranoe, and the darkest of all 
ignorance is superstitious religioua 
baltaf. 

Thooaaadaof odlUoBa hava baaa 
paid in tha laat ISWyaara. by ho** 
est. Ignoraat poopla to kaap up 
llglon— far mora money thaa tha aa- 
tire world has today. 
Thouaaadsof millions have 



takaa from the people to pay latareal 
oawar doMa. and to 
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dencewecan produce that has care- 
fully been selected from histories, 
and from various parts of the world, 
to prove that all the world's claimed 
inspired books are no mora Inapired 
than any other bookai* 

It aay one wants to know the truth 
about religion he should read some 
of the following books that nan be 
bought of Peter Eckler, 35 Fulton 
Street, New York City, or the Truth 
Seeker. 28 La Fayette Place. New 
York Oity, at prioaa raaglag from 5 
to 26 naata. 

Tbe Bar. FiaM-InfiraolI Discus- 
sion; the Jodga Bla<A-Ingersoll 
Discussion; In these two pamphlets 
both sidaa ara moat ably represent- 
ed, aadargued aa to whathav religion 
la divtaa and beneflolal, or tha con- 
trary; also "Which Way," "The Age 
of Reason," "False Claims of the 
Church, " "Why don't God Kill the 
DevilT'^ "How te Reform Mankind," 
"The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors," "Ingersoll as heis," "Inger- 
soU to the Clergy, " "Blue Laws of 
Con necticut, " " 1 nfldels and Charity ' ' 
■'Superstition," "Has the universe a 
moral Governor?" "Crimes of 
Preachers" and "Was Lincoln a 
Christian?" The last named only 
consibts of authentic testimonials of 
Li ncoln s widow, and many other re- 
spec table citizens of Springfield, 111., 
who were well acquainted with him, 
showing that the President died a 
Liberal. 

Other valuable books are; "Was 
Jeff-irson a Christian? '—consi-ting 
of reliable statements, showingolear- 
It that he was a Liberal. "Was 
VVashington a Cbri^ain," "Infidel 
neath-t>ed Testimonials." "Rey- 
nolds Blasphemy Trail, "—giving 
detailsof Christain New Jersey pros- 
ecuting a good man for having ex- 
pressed bis honest opinion about re- 
ligion. "Studies io Theology," 



The Bible agaiut ItaaU 

Contradiflions. " 

'I'lie last three l;ui be had by ad- 
dressing The Independent Pulpit, 
Waco, Texas, 

Tbe five lea-'ing Liberal papers 
are. The Torch of it.'ason. 
Silverton, t>tgin; Independent 
Pulpit, W.ico, Texas; Ereethouglit 
Idial, Ottawa. K'ansas; Truth Seek- 
er, 28 La b'jyctte Place, New York 
City; Tbe Investigator, Boston, 
Mass 

All fair minded seekers of informa- 
tion t'houM read thesel)<oks aud pa 
pers, for tliev read equally well on 
eai'h siile of the sui jccis thai they 
disruss. and aie far more liable to 
give an- irate infortuatiou than those 
written iu the interest of only one 
side 

Christian millionaires, one dollar 
spent for reform is Ijetter than hun- 
dreds spent in other directions. 

IKcinove the clouds of ignorance 
and religion from tbe minds of the 



iponsby irhtehoaaOirtotiaB a»> 
tion wgnte to vaaqniah another. 

Do you call tbia olvlllsatioaf 
Would It not be better that yoar 
name should be read by ftttwra gen- 
erations aa a light giver, or a tOMh* 
er of morality higher than tha world 
now possesses, than to aay yon 
worth .<:!,ooo,000, aad gave HC,. 
to tbe church? 

Christians pray for the sick to re- 
cover; in times of drouth they pray 
for rain to fall, and If these naopen 
they will say that their pravera 
have t>een answered. But these 
things are ruled by the laws of na- 
ture and would have happened just 
the same if tbey had not been pray- 
ed for. 

If prayers are answered in forgiv- 
ing sins, or in other ways, then why 
not pray for rain to fall in the sun- 
shine, when no clouds are visible? 
Then it would win for you believers 
in prayer, the world over. 

But tbe light of reason has dawn- 
ed, and people seek tangible evi- 
dence, and they cannot see that 
prayers are answered. 

The supreme power we can neith- 
er help nor hart by oar prayafa a* 
curses. 

Some years ago thousands prayed 
for the recovery of President Gar- 
field. He died. Then Christians 
said that God saw fit to take him 
away. If God sees fit to do as he 
pleases then why pray for anything? 
Prayerjs principally directing and 
requesting. Tbey request the wisest 
lingto do things they waot him to 



change his mind by prayer? 

When Christians are cornered on 
this point they fall back on the Laz- 
arus story. But, Christians, before 
you can prove anything by the Bible 
you must prove that it is authentic. 
You must prove, beyond the pos- 
sibility of a doubt, that it could not 
have been changed since first writ- 
ten, and you must remember that 
printing waa BOt invaatad mittl 
im 

You must prove beyond the pos- 
sibility of a doubt that Paul, Peter, 
.Mark aud all of the supposed authors 
of the Bible were actually inspired. 
The sayinsr that they were inspired — 
if indeed they ever said so — is not 
proving that they were inspired. It 
tbey were inspired they could only 
kaow it themselves, and you can on- 
ly have their word fur it in writing 
or print. 

If it l>e possible that thouanda of 
American citisens were humbugged 
by Jo Smith, to believe that the 
book of Mormon waa Innpirad. #hlia 
in it you read a aeo uota iA miraelea 
having baaa performed, aaa you not 
undorataad uat It waaiar amrepoa- 
sible to humbug people wittrallgloa 
1899 years ago, when tha manaa 
were more ignorant than now? 

If you want the present supersti- 
tion continued how do you expect 
the race to ba bettered by teaching 
a falsehood? Would it not be better 
to teach that the wrong doing of 
each person will follow him until ha 
has paid, In this life, the penalty of 
his crime? 

The doctrine of the forgiveness of 
sin has been pernicious in its etl'ects 
upon society; and society has bijen 
partially demoralized liy this doc- 
trine that the vilest sinner may, 
at any time, obtain complete for- 

fivenees for all crimes committed, 
he priaoiplea of moral scienca 
teach ua that this is impossible; 
hence it will be seen that no s\fi can 
Im tsrglven but must work out ito 
own legitimate consequences. 

Christians ask us "If the Infidel 
doctrine is right why daia Ik, aah 
grow more rapidly?" 

When you are forcing your Bible 
into the public schools, according to 
the .Michi^Mii Supreme court decis- 
ion, and according to Judge Edwards 
decision iu Waverly, Pennsylvania, 
and forcing children into Sunday 
Schools, refusing to near our evi- 
dence in your churches, punishing 
houest men for «eudiug through tbe 
mails what Christians are allowed to 
send, allowing churches to go un- 
taxed, voting for dishonest b<'liover8 
rather than for honest Liberals, hav- 
ing hundreds of luilllons of dollars at 
your command, paying over$l()U,UUO 
yearly out of public treasuries (is not 
this an underestimate? -Editor) to 

cbaplaios, for which tbia &overa- 
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quMtion of teltirtoiiT 
Whv do you itir up ttrlfe bM Ste 
IMpMBtout your wrOBga, rpal 
1mm ud lajutiloef __ 

OhrlittftDt Mk M "Oifr tuM Mie 
OMsUm rallgloakftvtgMwaw, ir 
HteMwt" 

fiiMM,1llMUWMMMiCd. tbe 
PMpk iran TWy lipiorMitoomptreil 
Wit&wtaltMf M* DOW, ftnd the 
■M* lUBWMt • people »re the more 

npMlj • laptintltlon will kfow 
MMBi tbem. If other religions, 
Wktok you Mjftf* f»lM, have grown 
•0, !■ that nol ctUmm ttet the 
ObristiftD ooaM tev* S^vmi aM b« 
telae also? 

Ohrtstian nations ate estimtcd 
to number 485, iHm (M)0 including Lib- 
erals, non-Church mombera, Prot- 
estants and Catholics. The Biiddiii';! 
religion is estimated to be B<»(i (too 
0(Mt strong. The population (if the 
whole earth is l,560,(i00,0(i(i. The 
death rate per day is '.•7,(i<Mt and the 
birth rate per day is 1(io,(MMI. 

Honest ii'iiorancp says the Hible 
If the oldest tn-torv in the world, 
Md that the world was in;v(li> alxmt 
six thooMod years 2a(;(i, when that 
India and Cnlnn were iniiabited 
over seven thousand years ago by 
human beings has been proven by 
histories older than the Bible. 

(The Christian University of 
Pennslyvania excavated Nippur, 
in Assyria, and ^uid it was a city 
with an enli^ibtciiod (lopulation ten 
thousand vcurs a^'o. and the Acad- 
emy of Science in France excavated 
Karnal<, and .said it was an enlight- 
ened city thirteen tboaaandyea n 
ago— Ediliir) 

The Chinese are tauirht by their 
relii'iiin that an a 1 wise and ever- 
living; beini: created all things, but 
their btartinj; point widely differs 
from our Adam nod Eve story. 

Christians claim that their paid 
missionaries are doing Buob good 
in China, but how does the stoty tal- 
ly with the fact that soaroly any 
conversions are made among the 
thousands of Chinese who live in 
Oalifornia. and who daily witness 
our religion and ouroiviliiation. 

The OMnese religion is mora iu- 
0ir8tit!ous than ours, but that does 
not prove it less inspired. Instead of 
offering them one superstttlon for 
•aether, we should send taetsaohers 
of poienoe, philosophy and a grander 
Borallty than the majority or this or 
thrtr oountry possess. 

Ohiaa aba Ohristian Bussib are 
two of the OKMt tyrannical of na- 
ttoas. All intelligent persons are 
faaiiUar with the intense ignorance 
and snfTering ttiat prevail in those 
two countries. If a Liberal exists 
in either of those oountries, we never 
hear from him. All Llberataare In- 

conviction while Lilieral 



bast toitopMta 
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Mt — t llot la lha saase af hu- 
■aa proftaas ia a virtue that has 
adbraad the ohawaters of all reform- 
ers to whoa we art indebted for the 
advancement alfMdy achieved. The 
worlrers in the past nave don« much 
for us, and Is now our turn to do 
something for those who will take 
our places. The religion produced 
by the Christian Bible has caused 
one of the longest and oruelest wars 
of which history gives any account 
It has blighted humanity, polluted 
the imagination of oblldMod. and 
furrowed the cheeks of UN bail and 
tenderest with tears. 

For thirty years Catholics and 
Protestants killed ea^'h other In 
Europe, like wild beasis. Some 
Christians say that the Bible was 
not the cause of that awful war, but 
we are unable to think of any other 
subject, or book, thatdid cause it. 

To say that the majority of Cath- 
olics and Protestants wore insincere 
when tightini; over their difTerent 
beliefs in the Hil>ie, would be as 
wrong as to say that the majority of 
them are wrong today, lint sincer- 
ity is no evidence of correctness in 
any religion. If ynii h;»d been 
raised in Persia where they teach 
the religion of theirclaimed inspired 
Iwjok, Saadh, which was believed by 
their ancestors and would be be- 
lieved by all the people around you, 
does It not occur to you that you too 
would believe in their relivion and 
speak of believers in all other falig- 
ions as being heathen? 

Yon would then think that t>eliev- 
ers In all other religions than the 
Persian had been mlslsd br Mse 
doctrines, as you aow do of theirs. 

In additions to UnM llala la war, 
orer different belMfe la llto Bible, 
thousands of gopd paepla have been 
slowlv roastad at the stake. Many 
have baaa bralalljr tor tared to death 
becaoaa the Btbia aaya "Thoashalt 
not snflto a wlteh to Itta," (Ex. 22: 
18) and that men aad women who 
have "familiar apirita'- shaU be 
beaten to death with stones. 

Christians felt It tMr godly duty 
to malce that law, fooaded upon the 
Bible, by which they put to death 
many thousands of innocent peoole 
on the charge of witchcraft, and I do 
believe that those laws would be in 
force today, had It not been for the 
heroic liberals, who Brst denounced 
the Bible as being a human inven- 
tion, and as untrue. They espec- 
ially attacked the ab.surdities that 
caused so much suffering. 

The more reasonable class of 
Christians saw justice in the work 
of Liberals, and finally those witoh- 
craft laws were annulled, but not 
until many heroic Liberals had met 
sadder fates than those of C. C. 
Moore and J. B. Wise. The last 
person nut to death in our Republic 
for the offense of witchcraft was at 
.S^ileni, Massachusetts, less than a 



lectual 

ism goes a step further and include 
sentiment, feeling and disposition 
Liberalism is not libertinism whii; 
is A viciou^ disregard of morality 
and \<* dissoluteness, licentousaess 
and debauchery. It is no uncom 
mouthing to find people unjustly 
misrepresenting Liberalism They 
are people wno never examine into 
things themselves but leave all such 
matters to the clergy. Gentlemen 
of the clerical profession are none 
too accurate and trustworthy in 
their knowledge of any system oi.hei 
than the one they are employed to 
advocate, and whvre a competing 
one comes in cotiflict with tln'irs 
they apt to look un')n it with a prej 
udice that leads them to make loost 
and incorrect statements reg-iniing 
it. Many of these trcnlleraeu would 
notdelibi-rat^ly raisrepres^n! a IhitiL' 

Serhaps, but th^y are so very couti 
ent that all the ^fnod and the t<-ut 
touching morality is coutaioe I with 
in the norrow coutines of their creed 
that they feel justified in branding 
as vicious and imoKHral all that is 
outside of it. 

T ey know nothing of Liberalism 
except that it is not in harmony 
with their theologv, and therefore 
they ignorantiv denounce It as a 
system of libirtinism 

There are others thoutrh who, we 
regret to believe, coolly and deliber- 
ately, misrepri^sent the truth for the 
sake of weaken ini; it in the estiaa 
tion of their hearers. 

If Liberalism were a svnonym for 
libertinism we would see it in the 
lives of [liberals. If it could be 
showu that they are dissolute, licen- 
tious and immoral as a class, there 
would be some ground for this 
oharge; but every honest observintf 
person knows that they are as cor 
rset in their morals as trubtworthy 
in business, as intelligent, charit- 
able and patriotic as any other class, 
not excepting Christians ur even 
Christian ministers. 

It is not our purpose to retil'ate 
upon those who slander Liberalism 
even by our telling the truth— that 
is the whole truth utxiut Christians 
— but we twlieve that lu any given 
number of Liberals, selected from 
any c omrauultv intellii^eat enoui^h 
to have liberals in it there will b 
found a creater d.-gree of iutelli- 
gence. retiiuMnxnl and morality than 
cin be found la any number of 
Cnristiimo seleotad tfoai the aaaw 
community. 

Liberals are, a>- a rule, honest 
sober, chaste, atTable aud kind. 
They pay their debts, pay their 
tiXMS an I ful 111 t'l ■ r c )atr.K!i8 with 
uniform p''oiuptae:?s. The exoep 
tious to this rule, to be found iiraong 
theu), are fewer than those known 
to exibt among church members. 

It is the) duty of every one who 
yro/vssett u> luvu the trata to d > Lis 



AM ' H ! UI1J«H.! 
ligent Christian believes there ever 
was such a thing as .% witch. 

So far man has civilized our 
Cbristain religion, but it still stands 
in need of further civilizing. 

I will call your attention to a few 
of the absurdities and contradictions 
in the mble. If your clersrymansays 
they are not oontradiotions aak him 
what a contraliction is 

The t tUowing quotations a-w as 
much a part of the Bible and as 
much inspired as any of it 

"God shall send them strong de 
lusion that they ndght beliavaa lie.' 
- Thess. li. 11. 



' Now thenfora the Lord hath put 
a lying spirit la the mouth of all 
these, thy prophets. "—I. Kiags xxii 

'.'3. 

"And he tavaaa back aad looked 
on them, and earaed then In tbr 
'lame of the Ltrd. And then came 
forth two she baars out of the wood 
and ton forty aad two ohildren of 
them.— n. Itlngs ii. 24 

Maaaaaeh asedeaohaotmeats and 
used witoberaft, and dealt with a fa 
miliar spirit and with wizards. "— 
2. Chron. 33. 6. 

For witohor^ft see Isaiah 8 19 2 
2. Kings 21. 6, aad 1. Sam. 2d. 

"Tnis woman said uatoato, Gllve 
thy son that we may eat hln today 
and we will eat my son tnoftorrow. 
So we boiled mv son and did eat 
him."— 2 Kings 6. 28 29 

"Ye shall not eat of anything that 
dieth of itself; thou shalt give it un 
to the stranger that is In thy gates 
be m%v eat it, or thou mayest sell 
it."— Deut. 14.21. 

If any mkn come unto me and 
bate not bis father and mother, and 
wife and ohildren, aad his own life 
also he eaaaat ba wtf diadlala." 

Luke 14 26. 

And if they will learn anything 
let them ask their husbands at home; 
for it is a shame fur a woman to 
speak in church " — Cor. 14. 3!> 

The Bible teaches and Kaociions 
human slavery. See Lev. 25. 44 45, 
4<i. The Bible tuaebeij future re- 
wards and contradicts the same. 
See Kcc it. 5 and 3 IH 2.H 

'For God is not' the author of con- 
fusion but of oeoce. " — 1. Cor. 14 3;i 
Tne Lord is a man of war." — 
Ex. 15 :i. 

'I came nol to send peace but a 
sword. " -Matt 10 :i» 

For I have 4eenU'j<l, face to Utm, 
vnd my life Is itawrTid " flsn 

32 Hi). 

No man hath seen Ood at any 

time ",-John 1. 18. 

All scripture is given by inspir- 
ation of Gol. ' —2. Tim 3 It). 

That which I speak I npeuk not 
ifterth.) Liril."— 2 Cor. 11. 47. 

Adultery is forbiUdeii and permit- 
ted. See 2 Sam li. H 12. and 10 
22 and Levit. 20. 10 11 and Num. 31. 

The earth ia to be destroyed.— 2. 
Pet. 3. 10. The earth is naetf to be 
destroyed.— KooL 1.4. 



the d«d.-tNMl IMi""Vl9l«te 
to oaaraaamaMaa •ilMiiM.^1. 

Oor. 15 52 

Ood is unehanagabla. "Tor I am 
the Lofd; lahaaca a0t."^aL s 
6. Ood la dfeaifMMa.— 1. aaa. i. 

.w-.'fi 

Judas hanged himself. — Matt. tt. 
5. Judas did not hang himself. - 
Acts 1. 18. 

Ood Is just.— Deut. 31. 4. God Is 
unjust. — Kx. 20. ft. 

To this the Christians raise three 
objection : That we should not prove 
anything by the (}ible that weean- 
not believe -inspired; that tba Old 
Bible has been done away with by 
the New; that all of the Bible is not 
Intended to be understood by man 

Can you believe that a wise, kind 
and just Ood has caused a Bible to 
bp issued, while wishing a part of It 
not to be understood, over which the 
brightest of American, Latin and 
Greek scholars widely differ as to Its 
meaning? 

In 90 per cent of the sermons I 
have heard, the old Bible has been 
quoted. By it yoi' prov(> the story 
of the creation and the coming of the 
Savior; then why say that the old 
Bible is done away with? 

Justly and morally we have the 
same Tight to prove our claimed in- 
spired Bible against itself, by the 
Bible, that we have to prove the 
claimed inspired Koran, against it- 
self by the Koran of Turkey; the 
same right that we have to prove the 
claimed inspired Vedas, against it- 
self by the Vedas of India 

There is no better metho of 
proving misrepresentings of a book, 
than the book itself. 

If the Clergy will drop the inspi- 
ration, the miracles, the absurdities, 
then wc can ai^ree. Then partial 
laws will cease. 

It is not our purpose to ilo away 
with all churches, preachers or 
Bibles. A rational construction of 
it, would not destroy their occupa- 
tion by any means; but it would 
render them mora aeaaatlal to moral 
ideas. 

It would dignify them as teachers 
and helpers ratner than as censors 
and masters . It would make them 
less priestly, but mora brotherly; 
less superstitious, betapfiarattoaai. 
It might diminish tMT aathority, 
but it would inoreasa tbair useful- 
neee. We might then have fewer in 
number but tStf would be superior 
in ability. A fbw might have to 
seek other employment but thay 
would ba happier. If they ara able 
to nuet the objaotioaa and refute 
the argumeato that ara adverse 
to their religion why do they us< 
their ntoiost endeavors to prevent 
such objections and argumeato from 
being beard or raadf 

I insist there is absolutely no mo- 
tive thinkable why any one should 
voluntarilyassume an attitude of hos 

¥»ty tflwhrda.,tla. BreTaiUni{.jyliiL 

:ons unless. Indeed, prolnpt' d''1>v 
highest prinotpleof duty and hono^ 
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Of the Ohio Penitentiary Should 



aspe- 



I Ihaali paraoaally greatly 
admire Wardaa ■ O Goflla of the 
Ohio Penlteaflafv w>v<ii appear aat- 
ural to all who oaa^ af tur < 
rieoce as a pri a olf iMir iua. 

I have the h r oadaal daportaaitiee 
to knowpf him from all auaioaa of tn- 
formattoa, and I regard kla aa the 
best IttMl ia all qoallttee o( head 
heart aad bodj, lor hia paalMoi, of 
any man ia AaMrtaa. 

Peaotegy Ip aaw a aalaaoa, and 
nataial mfmrnm aad loag 
and attentlva aad aaaasliatlotis 

rrsooai exper i enaa aaha Waidan 
O. Goffln, of Oolnmbae, O., pre 
eminently competent In thataoience. 

It is not merely for his own good 
and for the good of the large num- 
ber of prisoners of whom he has 
charge, all of Whoa, possibly, some 
incorrigible oases, would want him 
retained there, but for the good of 
the country at large that he should 
be retained In his position. 

His term expires nest May, and 
Governor Nash— «ddrass Oolumbus, 
Ohio— has the appointment of the 
Warden for the next term. 

I hope that my friends from every 
where will write letters to Governor 
Nash askinc the retention in office 
of Warden Collin, and that marked 
copies of this article will be sent, by 
my friends, to all Ohio newspapers 
This is not written In any way at 
the suggestion of Warden Coffin, but 
purely of my own sympathv (or my 
late fellow prisoners, aad for ttM 
good of the country. 

My friends in Ohio, and every 
where, will always love him and now 
is an opportunity M SitoW MMllr ap- 
preciation of him. 




O MATTER where we wander ia life's daollniaff day; 
Prom old associations we can aorar drift away; 
The woods, the vales, the meadows, and the daap awlmoilB' 
And our old sohool companions — ever dear to taa aoal— 
But of aU the many memories that liagar ia the heart, 
That bring back the oid times— ot IKs the dearaat part— 



How I Qot to be a Catholic 



I told you recently In the Bladi 
that I had been made a Catholic, and 
said I would explain^ to you how it 
happened. 

By mistakt> my name has been 
printed Charles K. Moore, as was 
once done by a number of Northern 
newspapers It haTla|porlglaatod ia a 
mil- take. 

The post oftice authorities in r.,ex- 
ington think I am the man intended 
in the following letter: 

Chicago. 111., Nov. 20, 1899. 
Mr. Charles B. Moora, LazlaetOB, 

Ky.: 

Dear Brother in Christ — Your ap- 
plication for. membership in tne 
Christi'iD OatholioOhuroh haa bean 

received. 

I am glad to receive your appl'ca- 
tlon, and to receive you into the 
church. You may consider yourself 



If we were in the least Inclined to be 
dishonest we would not be here, bui 
there, because here we have much 
to lose socially, politically and finan- 
cially; there is much to gain. 
Elere bard continuous struggle, os 
tracism, and persecution; there 
glidintr smoothly with the stream of 
populM* conventionality. 

Your friend, 
Louis MeuLLKft, 



DEWEY'S linuSE. 



The man who liee down with pots 
gets blacked; the man who sleeps 
with dogs gets fleas oa him, and the 
manor aatton that ailaae religion 
with hta, or ite affairs Is bound to 
sutfer the eoaeeqoeaoes. 

Dewey same hoflM the meet pop 
ular man in the world. He played 
to the gallery gods by oarrving 
around the misalaaan l»z in an 
Episcopal ebaroh. Of eoarae every 
body of any eenea eould laa that it 
was an advertisamaat of himself and 
of that church. 

Then he married, for her money, 
a rich Catholic woman, who, llkeev 
ery other real Catholic, or real 
Protestont. or real Christian of any 
kind, would be proud to send the 
wholecountry to the devil, if in so 
doing, be or she can advance the 
cause of his or her particular relig- 
ious sect. 

Dewey had sense enough to shoot 
a cannon or carry around a mission 
ary box, but he was not smart 
enough to "Beware of the Greeks 
Ijearuig gifts, " and when they offer- 
ed him tLe house he took it. He 
was to marry a certain Catholic la- 
dy and the Catholics wanted a cer- 
tain fine house In Washington to 
stick onto one of their churches, and 
they got the people to give that 
P'irtioular house to Dewey because 
that WHS the one the prospective 
Mrs D^woy warned and than the 
scheme was for him to give it to her 
and for her t ) give it to the Cath- 
olics for the benefit of a lot of liquor 
soaked vagabond priests, and if 
she really has not done so, it isne- 
causH public sentiment miMle it too 
hot for her; and now Dewey Is la a 
little domestiio hell of bis own, and 
ill ha until be becomes a full 
'dged Catholic, unles. the Cath- 
olics see that tbey can work their 
racket batter to haap hkm a Prot- 
estant. 

If I had to join any church my 
flr.-.t choice would bathe Mobamiu a 
ami, my second tbe Mormons, my 
third, tbe C.tth )lics, my fourth the 
Campbi'llitH.s, and fur my fifth I 
would pitob up beads and t^ils t>e- 

tween tha bikiaaa al the JN^faelant 

sects. 

But this Catholic scheme has 
^ruined the bapploess of Dewey. 



For It tokes us baak to ohlMhood, when the bean was light and free. 

And the stomaoh I — * *" "■ 

And ev^f^thing 
To the ear of oora 

Or the onions that we smothered ia t&eoid flrapjaea— ' 



I down 



t aorar aadarstood Ite fall oapaolty, 
wo ata waa good, froai aoalrrat po^ ( 

■a we roasted to aa appetising brawa; 
at we smothered ia the oid flreplaoa 

Good to loosen up our cold, or to poaltioa Bp ovr faoe— 

Oh. everything was royal then, aad for them all I sigh, ' 
From marble cake and quinoe p rassrfaa, ap to drfSMppla Ole. . 

And I sigh for basket picnics, held on ladepeadeBoa Day, 
When our mothers spread the dinners out, eaoh prood of her display: 
Twas indeed a day of freedom, 'neath the graad oid fbraat shade, 
b'or a boy oould reach and halo himself, and nerer fbal afraid; 
And every one was welcome, and pressed to have some more, 
And enough was left, when all were done, to feed a hangry aoora: 
Talk about your baaquat halle aad soft lasarlooa aaal, 
Givemethiapreadivoathagraaa, 'rrmad wMeh wa stood to oal. 




of thia dinroh. you 
wtll bo, with all other oMmbers, in 
my dally prayers: and, if you are 
faithful to Ood, Ha will abaadaotly 
blase you in all good tiriaga. 

IWthfully your Friend aad VtUow- 
servant in Jesus. 

Jom A:.Bx. Dowia, 
General Overseer of the Christian 
Catholic Church. 

Acoomnaying thi'i is a printed 
form in which Some ot the quealtons 
are as follows: \ 

Are you reading and circulating 
Leaves of Healing, giving each w»ek 
the record of Zion's Onward Move 
ment and the growth of her financial 
institutions? 

Do you intend to have a dwelling 
place in Zion City whaa It is ready 
for habitation? 

. Are you a shareholder io^Zibn 
Land and Inveetmeat AsaoelaHon? 
If not, how soon will yoa able to be- 
come one? 

How much do you expect to be 
able to Invest in a home ir. Zion City ? 

What business eallintr or occupa 
tion would you be fitted f. ir when 
located in Zion City, and what has 
beeu your bi'siness experienc^e? 

In the same large envelope is a 
small one to contaiu tbe money that 
I am to send— but have not sent yet 
nd Is addressed to ' Ref. J<'hn 
Alex Dowie, General Overseer, 
Zion, 12U7 Michigan Ave., Chicag)" 
A card enclosed has a list of texts 
from the scriptures showing that 
we must pay our money to support 
the church. 
John Alex, thinks himself a 
smart Aleck "aad 1 think ha is a 
"cheap John. " 

I suppose some body in joke has 
sent the fellow my name, or that 
some silly Christian has done it in 
earnest. 1 suppose my name will be 
counted among the oeafarto ta the 
Christian religion 



I see again the garden patch and fields I used to hoe. 
Way up In Adams County, in the long, kwg years ago, 
And again I'm shocktn' fodder, and gath'rin frait from trees, 
And buryin' winter apples when the grouad begins to freeze— 
It's there the native people, like the land, w mostly poor, 
But It's there I loag to ban^oet on the choicest things of yore; 
And It makee no difference with them, if they hsire a crop or not. 
They're never short of good things a bilin' in the pot. 

I've wandered long and far away and sampled bills of fare, 
In boarding house and tiest cafe to be found anywhere; 
They'd lots of things we never had at the old homestead, 
-■- i-i*ifTins Tniir rr nr. Fill hr I m"^ no cor n pone a nd J ohnny cake and no salt-rlMng bread, 
•aSSSPSPtb*^^ 'K ^' P ^,^b>u i H-i I I l i e li i iLiT veB tfnevefy kind, 

«■ wmm wurw wvmnum mm plum and pumpkin butter, for which I long have pined; 



Nor the glorious jam and jumbles mother hid up in the shelves. 
When she spent the day a visitln' and left us to ourselves. 
They've markets to supply them with the choicest fruit and game, 
And the cookin' now and then is good, but somehow 'tain't the 
The boarding bouse and swell cafe are both a slorions ehcat, 
IVir thay eaa^tdUka the good tUogs wausedto hara toaai 



I've dined at the St. Nicholas and feasted at tho Grand, 

While music Howed in sweetest strains from an Itelian band; 
The service all was "a la mode," and the style was just imi 
And variety— such as countryfolks never make pretense. 
But old fashioned cobbler; apple dumplin's give to me — 
A pitcher full of creamy dip — apple dumplin's, jubilee! 
Mutton roast and sweet potatoes that no Prenchy chef can beat, 
And lots of (Jther good things that I used to have to eat. 




Club Rates WUl Cegse 

OilhelMkflJ«Mrary. 



We will no longer offer the Club 
K.ites after Janurary 15. We can- 
not afford it. Paper has advanced 
from two to three cents a pound, 
.md will probably go higher. Living 
and iilher uxpuiises. are likewise ad 
vaiicint;. At the ('lub Hates there 
is no pi'ctfit. but considerable l03> 
0.ir only object In giving them, [•> 
ttiH exiH-ciancy that tbe subscrib 
er will cuiitinue with us. Tbo->e 
wli > arn contemplatlut; formiug a 
club, would better hasten to com- 
plete it. Hiuiumber, to a club of 
five su'iscriii 'rs we will send tbe 
Blade for mn' yi-ur at 6U cents asub- 
bcrib-r This "tter will oot be ex- 
tended after the i.^th ol laaaiMjr, 
I CloM up your clubs. * 



When the preaohar oama oa Sunday, that day of blissful rest, 
'Twas then our mother hardest work«d to make the eatin' beat; • 
And we boys ohipp d in to help her, unusually sedate. 
But when tbe time for eatia' oama, wera told we'd hare to wait; 
We stood it— 'eause we had to— aad dare aot make a fuss. 
But Where's the boy that ever lircd. in seoret didn't eoss. 
When told to toke tbe back yard, when the preacher toek his scat, 
And had to eat the leaviu s of good things they'd to satf ' 

We worxed to get that dinner up against Divine command. 
Why we should work and preacher eat, we couldn 't understaod; 
So we gathered in the woodshed, 'stead o' running out topbuf. 
And grumbled cause it always 'peared we boys were ia ttaway; 
But even then, tbe leavin's seemed better f<ir to me 
Thau Kiiii/btly banquet at tbe Grand, spread out in style Paree; 
'Twas because dear mother cooked 'em, oh, bless her loving heart! 
Ever willint; and a-striving to be doing twice her part — 
Torougb blinUiutf tears I see her still, with busy bands and feet, 
Ooiag about tha Mtehaa,c««tta' food tklaia lor ta eat 

So, BO matter how the yearo fly, ao matter where we rova, 

Our taad'reat mem rias gather rouad tba old hnaae kitoboa store. 

Whore we built tbe flree o' awraings, whaa the froat waa on the paait 

And its radiant glow sooa broagbt a oheer a«i mortal oan exolain; 

Oh, If oo'.y I oouM Iral agaia aa ooee I used to feel, 

Uaogin' 'round the kltebaa, helpiag mother get a meal, 

With tha aroasa ttom tkaoven givin promise of a treati 

▲ad ladvlgia' la tha #B0d things I used to hara to eat 




I 



MISSIONARIES 

IM MPAM' ALARlNBD. 

Japanese Students at Yak Brinf 
Back Broader Theology. 




WtW Havpn, Nov. 2(1 There iirp 
eighteen Jiipa' psf Htiulpnts at Yaln. 
Mont o( the Japanese students at 
Yale are taking poat RFMlukte 
coursPH and It is notioMble that they 
arc to be found In mttif Balds of 
studr. The love of the Oriental 
mind for the perplexitiet of meta- 
physioa give* Mw irreateet number 
Of BM to the pursuit of philosophy. 
* * WItboat exception they are wide 
noders and kee- and releotleis 
tkinkers: they are the apteetof stu- 
doata Md llMir Teraoity aad dillfitt 
fol saaao of kvaior oMkolkMB warm- 
baartidaad aympathatio ooapaay. 
Thoy aro aU^arovad aoholan;' oven 
Iko Japaaoio who apaad awet of 
IMrtimolB the po yo hologloal lab- 
oratory lOTestiiratlnB the properties 
0( aoooetle space and the rhythm of 
Iwdily mnvpmont find botU time and 
Mie iocliniiiiuii toattend the lectures 
on New Testament literature deliv- 
ered by Prof. Porter in the Divinity 
school. There is much that is inter- 
esting about the relif^ious beliefs of 
these students. It seems imnossi- 
ble to hold the Japanese student to a 
prescribed- view of theolot^y; he has 
a herrdr of doffoiatic religious teaoh- 
lag. Firm in his belief in the fun- 
damental truths of Christianity he 
looks for natural law in the spiritual 
world; he is thornuKh >;oint' evolu- 
tionist and maintains that thoro Is 
progress in reii^fion as in every oth- 
er sphere of thoujfht. Recent liter- 
ature of missionary authorship la- 
ments the fact that tliere has been 
a reaction amoBn Japanese Chris- 
tians that the ^ooci old faith which 
missionaries Introduced has been 
tainted with new ideas. The mis- 
sionaries charj^e the students who 
return to Japan with preachinf^ 
heterodox doctrines atiil with being 
unfaithful to the teachers who 
brought them out of the darltiiess of 
heathendom. The days aretrrowinj' 
troublous for the riiis' ioiiaries in 
Japan. They are meeting with op- 
position both from within and from 
without. The intellectual element 
in their churches cballengea their 
ooLservative views in theology and 
I the native preachers are not provlnt; 
as docile as once they were. It wa^ 
. bad enough to be aaaalied bv clever 
; debaters of the uziversittes, for hun 
veda of Japanese students return 
ne every year from Europe, sat 
'urated with materialistto German 
'philosophy and strongly influeneed 
.by Bism<reklaa nationalism, but 
studentii returning from Ohristian 
America take back some hing which 
disturbs tliem even more. The mis- 
sionaries of evangelical cburobos in 
.Japan have been powerless to sliut 
•out the broader theology which Jap- 
.aneso stuJeots imbibe at Yale aiid 
other New England seminaries. In- 
stead of aoceoting the new freedom 
in religious thought, so oharacterls 
tie of the present day, and surren- 
dering nou essentials, maav ot the 
missionaries have held to narrow in 
terpretatlons in Biblical narrative. 
It fullows that Japanese students at 
Yale are out of symp.ithy with such 
missionaries. • • • 

They prize independence of 
itiGiigbt, and hope some dav to inakH 
'We' Christian church of Japan en- 
tirely independent of foreign con- 
trol, or, in other words, to send the 
missionaries of narrow creeds back 
to their own lands. The Christian 
Japanese student at Yale is sioiru- 
larly free and outspoken on this 
qrestioa. The missionaries of to- 
day, to if'we his side of the case, are 
not like their predecessors of the 
paht, who were, all of them, self- 
HacriGcing men. As a rule the mis- 
sionaries of today are intolerant and 
clmg to antiquated forms of thought, 
these Japanese students say. In- 
stead of trying to understand phil- 
osopbloal representations of Chri»- 
tianiiy, they persist in holding to 
old beliefs and doctrines and thus 
become the laughing stock of the 
Japanese per pie who become indif- 
ferent or drift iato Biatorialiam.— 
Cincinnati Times-Star. 



The actual facts in the above case 
are nut all told. Only last week, a 
cable from Japan informs us that 
that government has prohibited re- 
ligious exercises and the teaching of 
Obislianity in any form in its public 
schools. The Japanese government 
is on to the Christian racket, that of 
fastening itself to the State, and 
thriving at the State's expense. So 
it I ipped in the bud, its first sly en- 
oroacoment, that of the attempt to 
in.-iouate itself into the public 
scl ools, and ihoo aLfif fow lata the 
b xly politic. 

From the most reliable reports, 
th'se given by Christian mission- 
bries who are honest and truthful 
enough to admit failure, and by in- 
telligent Japanese, the Minister from ' 
that country to Washington, espeo- , 
iaily, it is very much to be doubted 
if CbristiaDity, in all these years of 
work and expense, has made one 8iD>- 
gle, binoere convert to Its teachings, 
surely no intellUent, educated oaa. 
VVbatever aUvauce they have OMd^ 
is from tie v^ ry scum of tho popolOp 
tion, ond it is well kaova tl|il tko 
i l BMi Hj ol »aifc. ta nwf m m Irtai 



be doubted. Some of the Japs, for 
the shelter and food to be received 
at the missions, pretend to be lolar- 
ested in Ohrlstlanlty.thoxe of the bai- 
ter class, likewise make the same 
pretension of interest, in order to 
acquire an English education and 
as soon as the knowledge sought Is 
acquired, turn their baoivon Chris- 
tianity, and show it more contempt 
than those who never come in direct 
contact with it. The Japs are not to 
be caught with smiles and soup and 
bead.s and trinkets and prayers. 

They all know that Catholics and 
Protestants bate each other and 
wonder at it. If just one of these 
superstitions had the sole rii;lit of 
way, Christianity might make some 
progres.s with the Jap. He is a be- 
ing Intensely interested in the mech- 
anical arts, and as Christianlly 

flushes along professing and boast- 
ng that all progress and scientific 
advancement are the result of its 
teachings, the Jap, seein/ our mod- 
ern inventions, naturally woiild in- 
cline to rpj^ard Christianity a<< a 
superior relif^ion. and gradually ac- 
cept it. Hut there i>eems to be 
Something in the Christian religion 
insurgent in itself. It is incoheslve 
by nature, and that very incoheslon 
1% proving its destructioB. It must 
have throata to cut, and when It has 
no other vtottma it aaeka them with- 
in Its own ranka. Ohrlstianity la a 
country never without aa la aar rae 
tion, or one plotting. 

Tho OathoUoaBiauonarloa ia Japaa 
proolaim the Protaataota to ba here- 
tica, corrupters of morale, followera 
of atrange gods, anardUata who will 
deatroy the governmoat, aad people 
who are not recognlaod aa Ohriatlana 
at home. The Proteatanta tell them 
that Oatholloism ia a low form of 
auperstition. that Ita followers are 
image woranippora, idolatera, that 
only tho ignorant and depraved at 
home are nonne<>ted withU, that civ- 
ilization has outgrown It, and It is 
only the relic of a barbarous age. 

This leads the smart Jap to take in 
both schools, jind study both 
branches of Christianity, and And if 
he can which is the liar. Almost 
without an exception, he finds out 
that both tell the truth about each 
other, ard this is further verified by 
Japanese students who arrive from 
England, Germany, France and 
America. 

The result is that Christianity is 
mnk rg no adv.incoment in Japan 
whatever. It has missions and 
schools galore, but the Japs attend 
them, not for the religion taught, 
but for the knowledge they may 
acquire. They play Christianity 
just like millions of professed Chris- 
tians in this country do, for just 
what they can get out of it. 

A protestant lady missionary who 
has taught for years In Japan told 
me that while attending the Prot- 
estant schools, the Japs were seeni- 
int'ly, tb« most pious, meek and 
humble i realures she ever saw, and 
often wiieuthey were congratulating 
themHelves on gaining a bright con- 
vert who would go out and spread the 
i^o^pel be would piok ufp and go 
uver to the Oatholio school, and 
there be just a<) humble and aaaeem- 
in^ly wrapped up In the f3athollc 
faith as he had boen in the Prote- 
stant. 'Likewise those who come 
from the Catholic schools to the 
Protestant woald take on Protestant 
piety. She further said the only 
hope of making a Christian of a Jap. 
was to talu him wheh he was young 
and keop him, if poaaible in one 
aohoolt'aiid educate bin fa one faith, 
for it Im learned ot both, he was 
sure to tnm out an Infidel. 

Tore"d thereporta of M'aslonar 
ies, one would believe that oburches 
are g >ing up every wlie*«, and the 
Japaneee are tumbllnir over each 
otber to vet into them. It is true 
that a good many churches are 
building and agre^l many Japs at- 
tend, but their Drofessionof religion, 
unless it be with the very ignorant, 
is all a pretension. The late impe- 
rial decree, prohibiting Christian- 
ity b^ing -taoght in the public 
schools Is a set back which has lifted 
the miaaionary from hia loot, and 
bumped the hard groaad wilh his 
pious posterior. 

How can Ghrlstlanl y expect to 
convert a country, whose students, 
educated in Christian countries, re- 
turn and report that Christianity is 
on the decline on its own ground; 
that it is hopelessly divided in its 
own ranks; that the t;reat United 
States government will not incor- 
porate it into the state; that states 
everywhere are inclining lo its dis- 
• stabiishment; that the very bead 
of the Catholic church is repudiated 
by his own native state and people; 
that all nations have come to regard 
hiui a^ an offensive political meddler; 
ihalthe Christian clergy everywhere 
fail to get people to come to church; 
that In the United States, less than 
one third of the people are Chris- 
tians; that its great colleges teach 
doctrines in oppositiou to the Chris- 
liaa system; that science utterly 
i^uons its oriala»4i dogaaa and 

Itb authority. 

Can anything be more childish or 
pitiably amusing than the tionrat 
misguided efforta of Ohriatlan mia- 
siooariea tbeuaalvea, who know 
that vloo, lawlaaaaeas and ignorance 
abound la Paria, London, New York 
and ChtoBfo, to aa oaloal aolKaown 
in Japaa? 

Can there be anything more ridic- 
ulous than Obrlatlanltij a attempt to 
convert Japan, whaa two-thirda of 
the population ot tho Uaitad Statoa 
remain unconverted, aad laldaUiy 
increasing every day? Tko Jap- 
Miaee aro sot lOoU. Thaj ava aat- 
uralista, aatarialiato bjr lunHaaMoa 
aad dIapooltloB. Jaoaa ia daallaod 
tobaooaM a 
OfUiHUBa 



their own oaaontltioBt. and con- 
flicting OfertoMaaitf In tkoir midst 
will teaeh them to oeware of any 
other. 

The Japanese minister at Wash 
ington In Sbveral able interviews, has 
made this plain. I shall send him a 
nrumber of copies of this issue of the 
Rlade, and rei(iipst that hp forward 
this article to |pa<ling Japancoe pa 
pers for publication, and for the es 
pecial l)ene(it, of American mission 
ar'es, whom I advise to come back 
and try to civilize, inst.ead of killinj;. 
the Indian licre, and civilize Chris 
tian white people who burn negrops 
at thp stak ', and purify nur cities, 
corrupt in poliliis. and foul with 
vices, that even the beasts of the field 
instinctively shun. W> 



SIMPLE QUERIES 

GROW FAMOUS. 



Popalar 




ring was one of the fav- 
Uoh waa priatod in tho 



It ia •Btpriaiag how aooa a aim pie 
queatlon may In a abort tlBM booome 
a public queatlon, and OBO wfcloh may 
eventually ooBoam tho wboloaaftlon 

"Why don'l ama gotodknrohf" 
la 000 of tho a aWoa a l qabatloBa 
whioh orMnatid la thia way. It 
waa aakod In the oorroapondent col- 
nmn of a daily paper, aad hnndreda 
of anawora poaiod la with auch 
promptltada that It waa fooad im- 
poaaloiolo orlat a qoartar of then, 
aad tko iBtoraatlnff diaoaaaloBhad to 
doae. 

The foUowIn 

orod oaaa wl 

Obloaffo Ti M oa B oraid. 

,B«CAnsi TIIERI IS NO lIFl.r,. 

Rochelle, 111.— Editor of the Her- 
ald: —I do not go to church because 
there Is no hell. If I thought hel. 
was a terrible reality I would go 
there — to church, not to hell— to 
keep out of hell. If there is a hell 
the church is paramountly the 
greatest necessity to keop us out— 
of hell, not out of church. If I 
thouifht any church could prove that 
there is a bell and all the ghastly ter- 
rors it implies I could never smile 
again; life for me would change 
from rather an interesting romance 
to deepest tragedy: I would curse 
myself for having given^iife to a sol- 
itary human lieing; Job-like I 
would humiliate myself in sackcloth 
(if indeed I could keep out of the 
madhouse): sacrifice all worldly 
pleasures; '(.ttend such church as 
often as it opens its doors and ab- 
jectly crouch at the feet of priest or 
preacher, a limp slave to obey his 
commands, ('ecause if this hellish 
doctrine U true ita porteatons pos- 
sibilities are so horrible, so appall- 
ing, that to avert aoeh iapOBdiag 
calamity would tower as far above 
all other motives ot life aa tho Hlm- 
alayas are above an aathltt. Bat 
tha.uk Dame Nature (wlw ia more 
merciful tban the mythical Ood of 
an orthodox ohnroh), I havofearleaa- 
ly searched to obtala erldenoe ia the 
broad domain of nature and seioooo 
aad Jkvn foaad It not. There la no 
hell i Let the world rejoice. 

Of late tho best mlnda within tho 
chureh have rononnoed the "mon- 
Dtrous doctrine," aa Beecher called 
It, and the testioDony of the intellec- 
tually superioiv of course o-.itweighs 
and annuls the vague notions of the 
ignorant, 'There is no hell" must 
stand. And if there is no hell 
there is no use for the church, no 
u-'e for Christianity, which is found 
ed upon hell. In "Adam's fall" hu- 
manity In general was condemned to 
death and liell. But. after 4.UIK) 
years, '•Ood repented" of peoplio); 
the world with countless beings 
then, without lighter fault of theirs, 
consigning them to eternal torment 
So he "sent his only begotten sou" 
and decreed that those who believe 
4iud otherwise conform to his decrees 
should be saved, but those who be- 
lieve not '•shall be damned." Thi.s 
unceremoniou ly consigns every liu 
man being having lived before the 
advent of Christ and all those who 
have not conformed to these imper- 
ative requirements to hell. This is 
original Christianity pure and simple 
and to discard hell Is to discard 
Christ whose sole mission was to 
''save sinners from hell." 

"Christians"— so classed by sta 
tistics — comprise now at most about 
one fifth of the human race or about 
300,000.(KMI persons. From this 
number must be deducted at least 
one-half who are cot true or select 
Christians; this leaves at most 150. 
000,000 out of 1,5(HI,(H)0,000 viho are 
saved, or 1,3.V).000,000 of the per 
sons now living (not mentioning the 
countless millioud who have died 
"without Christ" since the dawn of 
human life) who. If Chrisiianity Is 
true, are unmerdfuUy consigned to 
conditions of eternal and most ex- 
cruciating torment after death. 

Beecher, better than hia religion. 
Insisted that consonant with "divine 
justice," the heathen, not having 
the light of Ohrlstianity, must be 
saved. But it Christianity is true 
this is Impoesibla. The heathen 
must be damned or Ohrlatlaoily ia a 
farce. If tho hoathoa la aavod with- 
out Ohriat. li waro laflaltaly botUr 
we had all beoa bora haathaaa— Hot- 
tontota. South •Soa I i l aadara; any- 
thing asoapt Christiana, baoaaaa la 
that oaaa doa'tyou aaaf by rirtao ol 
aaah barbariaa horadlty, wo voiiU 
ail hava bean aavad: wVaraaa aow. 
aa Boaniaal Ohrlatlaaa, W par cant ot 
all of ua wrotohad creaturee are 
ptorlly consigned to a Oalvin 



m. Jaoaa to daallaad paraatptoniy conaignea to a uaivin aad i wouia ha ffiaa to aava your 
groat laMal oaualry. fitta halL Furtharooro, it the haa- oatroaaga U yoa vaat Prrothooglit 
m iMl %m MlSaa la ia>«d aai OteMtaaUf la|MlMig iSMiaa 



true, as per nepcher'sintcrpretatio 
the »tarlllng fari appears thatChrlst 
Instpad of being the ' savior" of the 
world, would then have i)PPn and is 
now the direct cause of every non- 
conformist Christian, like (Jnitari- 
ans, f ' niversalists, new thpolouists, 
a la Swing, Thomas, Sava>re, Kerr. 
Mangasarin and others- t)einif con- 
<lemnpd to eternal torment for re- 
pudiating Christ and the 'Holy 
(ihost ' as a unit wilh their Ood. 
Ilecaiise if Cod had not sent Christ 
and with him the obligation to wor 
ship him as ()o<l, we would now, of 
course, all be popMO aodf Oaoae- 
(|uent ly saved. 

Cliristianity then, without hell, is 
a false religion, or with bell mon- 
strously cruel and unjust. latolll- 
gent men and women will drop It. 

Fortunately tho holl proposition 
can now be tahan tron tho domain of 
speoulaUoa aad dooldad by reaaon 
and aoionoo. Thia oonaigaa thia bar- 
baroaa aad poet gigaotio ot all 
mftha to olArioa--thio boaaUfni 
worid harboring ao aaoh terrible 
abada o( daadaand woo: nor la auoh 



a ooadltioa arlooality eooail 
roaoba b lo wof* It pooaiMa— la ethor 
pointa of apaao, aboolntoly provont 
all forma d( orgaaic lllb thoroln. 
Hence nay BOrtal or aplrll vaatar- 
ing beyoadonff ataMapbar% laatoad 
of being laelooratad, woaM ba aMf 
olfuUy coagealad late aa atoraal 
iolclo. 

Holl bolag a myth, Ohriatlanity 
oeaaes to ba a nooesaity, aad the mis- 
alon of Ohriat becomea a grotesque 
anomaly; heno^ all must be burieJ 
In thf aame grave. That is why I 
shall Bot attend church until, stM>n, 
1 oaa attaadlta funeral. 

Otto WiTTanm. 



FOR FREE DIS- 

40,000 Blades of the Issue 
of DMimlMf lotb. 



The BbAum tor Deoombor 10th 
win havo 40,000 oitraa printed, and 
will ooBtain aa article from a gen- 
tleman in one ot the largest'olties In 
the world. I also expect to have in 
that issue articles from Mrs. Jose 
phine K. Henry of Kentucky, the 
ablest Infidel writer and spea&er in 
the world, and from Dr. Wilson of 
Cincinnati, and from Orler Kid- 
der of San Franeia, If hia artielo can 
get here in time. 

Dr. Wilson is the most scholarly, 
and Mr. Kidder the wittiest of all 
the Infidel writers in the world. 

I want the 'Blape's friends, 
from all over the world, to serid 
me names to i^ich samples of the 
issue of Deo. lOAare to be sent, and 
to write me howl manv copies they 
can distribute to advantage; no 
charge being iqade, as they are al- 
ready paid for. 

This article will stand in the 
Bladi as long as there are still 
copies of that issue to distribute. 



The Ohio liberal Society 



Meets in 0. A. R. Hall, 35 West 
Sixth St., Oinoinnati, O., every Sun- 
day evjenuig at 8 o'clock. Follow- 
ing la tho progrant tor December: 

Mlaa L. Graham Oroaler. tho able 
lecturer, well known to Ginoinaati 
audiencea, will occupy the rostrum 
during the entire aamth. The fol- 
lowing aro the Suh||iet8: 

First Two— "ThfWMral iBtortog- 
nura. " 

D.'cember .S — 'The Deciiy of In- 
stitution: the Individual the Source 
and Standard of Right. " 

Hecember 10.— The Change Prog 
nosticated by the Ptaata ot tho Ooa- 

tury: 

"Tennyson's "In Memorium" (1850) 
Browning's "Paracelsus" (lH."i7t 
Whitman's "Song of Myself (ISSI) 

L:ist three— Spencer and Darwin. 

December 17 —"The Synthetic 
Phlloeophy aad ita Bolation to the 
Conduct of Lite. " 

December 24.— "Tbo Belatkm of 
the Pbilosopher, Spencer, to |he 
Scientist, Darwin." 

December 31.— "The Contribution 
of the Nineteenth Oaaiaqr to the 
ITwentieth Century." 



MY NEW;BOOK 

«'BEH1D THE 

BARS; 31498." 



For the benefit of the 40 000 people 
who will for the first time t-ee the 
n. (J. Kl.ADK when this issue c- mes 
to them, I here ►tale that mv next 
book • Behind the Bar8;.ll,4;»ri" will 
1 hope be ready by Christmas, price 
IIM. 

DiflOOBtiniHUIOt 

Of the Chib Rates. 



Oa aoctuat of tho laorease la the 
prioa ot oapor, aauaed by the p;tper 
trust, all club rates for the Blade 
will be disountiuad after Janurury 
l».datUiharoUa deeraaaa ia the 
pnoaot paper. 

Tha B'-AB* ia aow agaat for Potcr 
loklar, New York, the grrataat la- 
fldel book oubUaher la tho world, 
aad I would bo iHad tq_ have your 



WfiTTSTEIN'S WATCHES. 

WARRANTBD. RBLIARIRt PBRPBCTI 



All iM»st American, latest improved, of thp grades specified. Prices 
in gllverine screw cases, 7 jewels, non catchahle hair spring, $4.50; 15 
jpwpls, P'>M; 17 jewels, adjusted, $!» 00. the KIgIn "0. W. Unymond," 
giiilt, or the Hampden "Sew Railway, ' nickel, or the Waltham Crescent 
Street, ' full adjusted 17 jewels, $15 00; the "Otto Wettstein" or the "B. 
W. Raymond," nickel, 17 jewels, full adjusted, SIh.OO; the "Otto Wett 
stein Special," the Waltham "Vanguard,"or the Rlgln 1^1, 21 jewels, ex- 
tra fine throughout, 00. 

The above In 4-ounce coin silver, or In elegant hand chased, 20 
year gold filled dust proof cases, $4.00 more; same, hiuiting, 00 more; 
in boat^ai^oar oases, ft> 00, or in 25 year hunting casea, |8.il0 mora than 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHP.S. 

In gold filled 20.ypBr huntinj? casps, 7 jewpis, $10.00; l.*") jewela, 918.00; 
Ifi jewels, adjusted, (K): thp "Ott.o Wettstein" 1" jewels, full adjusted, 
extra fine throughout, t22..'>0. These in finest gold f111e<l, 2.")-yei\r cases, 
♦1.60 more. All artistic hand chased, latest style, in plush cases, prepaid. 
Manufacturers' guarantee and mine accompanies all filled cases and 
Watches kept in order one year. (Beware of die-work "engravlag" oa 
oases which many dealers sell— they are fraud ! ) For solid casea corro- 
apoeiwltkflw. 

CHAINS AND JEWELRY. 

Long guards, latest style, aolderod links, opals or other aets In slides, 
best rolled plate, $1.50, to 12 00; beat BUed gold, solid gold slides. |3 00 to 
»t.00; solid gold, S8 00, tlO.OO to •Ift.OO. Rings 10, 14 or 18 kt idaln or 
ohaaad, St.OOtoSlO OO Opals up to |.^0 OO. Diamond Rings, pins and 
atadafrom $5 00 toS300.00. Oarnet Jewelry a specialty, guar.iateed SO 
jw> a gt> botow jowaat priooa elsewhere. Eqiblona of all ordorsi Bvaoo- 

SILVERWARE. 

A fine set of sterlintr silver tea spoons, S4.00 to $4..'>0; extra heavy IB. 
tofe.OO. Table spo)ns .?liKli) up. All silver nicely marked. "1347" 
Rogers Bros' best trij)le plated tea spoons, plain, .?l SO. Dessert spoons 
♦H.OO Tablespoons f:!.<'>0. Knives jl. 00. Forks f I CO; fancy patterns, 
$2.(Kt, i:^ 50 and Sl.OO. Knives, .?l.rt0. Fork, $1.80. All per set of aiz 
(not marked). All goods prepaid except knives and fariWi wUoh Willi 
4o cents per dozen for registered mall or express. 

aevvbfiiR. 



The most artistic apooa ovor poodaood. Maaalvo atarllag allfor, taa, 

♦2 00; Orange, 12.85; Sagar, |L60 OUt Bowla, 60 eeaia more. 

THB "TORCH OP REASON BADQB. 

Solid gold, email model, 10 kt., $2.00; 14 kt., 12 75; with diamond, 
$5.00to|8.00. Oharma. 10 kt., S:{.00; 14 kt., $4.00, with diamond, 00 
to •lO.M^ Largo nodol plna. $3.00: 14 kt., 14.00: with diaosond, $10.00 
to $16.$$L Ohanaa, $10.00, $15.00, IM 00, to $8$.$0. 

EXPERT REPAIRINO. 

Watches cleaned 00; Springs, $I.»MI: jewels .fl.(t(). Three #1.00 
jobs in 1 or '^ watches, $2 .oO and transit paid one »:iy. 

Send for ray price li.sts and my tract, "Theism in tho Crucible" free. 

OTTO W&TTSTtlfl* rochelle. ilu 



THE FALLACIES 

OF FAITH 



As proamlgdtod by two Methodist 
preachera— namely, Rev. £. W. a!1- 
deraon aad Rev. Horace Blahop — 

discussed and refuted by Persius. A 
neat pamphlet, 62 large pages and 
big type.' Price, by mail, 15 cents. 
Addreaa B. PETERSON, P. O. box 
28S. Parle. Tam. 



THB BLADE'S IN- 

FIDEL BOOK AGENCY 




The Blade is now agent for Peter 
Eekler, New York, the greatest In- 
fidel book publiaber In the world, 
and I waold ba glad to have your 
patronage it JOB want Froothougbt 
literature. 




Arc Invaluable aa a Prompt and Gcn« 
tl« Laxative, and will b« lonnd 
•nactlva la 

Coastlpation, Sick Headacbr, Bllonsaess, 
Dyspepsia, Liver Complaiol, Heart- 
bnm. Piles, Fever sod A(ae, 
Fsauls TiaaUas. Peal 
Breath, Loaa ef Ap- 
petite, and all 
Disariira at the INgMtiva Tract 



ly be 



Fn« Fcvt B A»a A*r« Aim a AuuaA.>Bwp th e 

•v'KU'm wrll ofwa by Mwwmrftwo or Wfcc of 

ihciw Tahli'U, un<l tiler thvr have nfH'ratrd. take 
iiiloae of Ilu- Kf«iii >i(<.Juiimu- Siili liutc. K<'|K'at 
the (iOM> (if Quuilnt' AlHitit half an hour tn-forr the 
expecU'il dull liliif liwX till- 'h-.inl, r will lie 
|in*inplly I'un^l. .\x u i>ri \i-nltv« ( I.-uum' ttif .llx- 
iiiivr hat't whli Ilu' Iiilili I iiiKl Likf i»<> ttrHliLs 
of vjulnlnc .'^iiliihali' hull iiii li<iur iill. r iiu uU. 

KoK Pvsri:>-M llKAKTItt'RN \M>l..iSM()K AP 

I'CTiTE <iiii' Tiihlti shoulil t» laki ii afuri'ttliiig 
ilinrttT or aiiv luarlv incitl, tilUti Inaurlluc a rviuly 

(iiK<'Mi.>ii of th.' ni.'aiK HhaeM Um lawiiittop 

havt> U-i'omv chruiili-. a Knfliaf 
lakfii Kith the TahK'tM 

KiiK I'll.EK. - K>'< |i thi' 1h>wi K Wi ll ,i|M'n l.v tlii< 
ci*<if lhi'>e Uhli'l*. hiu l.v mi 111. , Hi- iill.m '.tiar 

(>«tUth. In tlli- tint ilit>tani'4' (-aUMliK a slaKUalNni 
i>f Ihe hliwHl III tilt* vi'km Is l.\ iirt'.-..'.urf of tijt. 
ftuHfrt Any Irritalioii l'\ tUarrluH'a a^|fniTaU'.> 
(he (».tlll and (llMDlnfoi-t- 

KtiR roM*TIl'%TU>N TnVv Iwo TalileU on re 
tIrlliK Unil iilKht. then uiie e\er> nl^ht fur a week 
or until a reKUlur habit i^ x-eure^l 

FoH Bll lol'r..\ltNK. SII K IlKAIiAl llK, K>>ri, 
BKIATII AND I..1VICU Thoi HI.Ka. Take two Tab 

liU at umv atut aft^-r the boweln are well opemwl 
l|k« on» Tablet every iilKht uii retiriiiK Care 
Aoulil bo talwu that eaiiiljr illKe'Uble fiHHl only 



rOB rSNALS iBBBai'LABITIKa ANI> MoRMNu 
SlcKNBM.— Tkke oa« Tablet uii r\'tiriiiK fur tliruti 
iilllhtji, aad OD* Tablet every other uluhl there- 
af(«r for ooa aMIBIa. 

A* A PvaSAnVB.- Take two Ui three TableU 

Aa A LABASm.— Take one to two TaMeta. 

AboT* MigaMt duaea, the i|ii.>miUu .s should 
be redOOMBr cBmIM aix'urillliK l.> aKeanJ CUB- 

•tltutkm. 

For 8alo by All Oruggiata. 
Or MM oa MMlftsf ia«MMi Ini 



WU50N DRUQ COMPANY. 



Is tbe Number of Persons Who,, 
to This Time, Have Sub« 
•cribed for "Behiad. 

At $1.50 for Each Copy, Except 
Whcfl Reductioo is Made 
Por Afeoto. 

When the numtMr ot subscribers 
Indicated in the kr^e figures abo 78 
shall have reached 800, amounting to 
$750.00, at tl.50 a copy, eaoh book 
counting as a aubaoriber in casea 
where one party takes more than 
one book, tha manuaerlpt of "B** 
hind tho Bara; 81488" will be aent to 
the pubUahera, provided that nuai- 
borof aabaeribore la aot obtalaad 
baioro lUj 1, 18M, tha tiaae at, or 
before, whioh I azpaat' to finish tho 
maniiajwrlpt. 

The book will be handsomelT 
booad, aad thato will ba only tho 
bound oditkak It wlU bo stereo- 
typed. 

It is auto-biographical. It will 
contain on its first four pages, flrat 

the picture of myself as it occurs in 
the "Nortta-wefct oorner" of tha 
Bladi, then the picture of me that 
was printed by the Chicago Freo- 
thought Biagazine, and then a plot- 
araof no taken here in prison, in 
my prlaon ^arb— that is like a Con- 
feoorata uniform— taken just i>efore 
ray annual ball and beard cutting 
"at sheep aheariuK time," and then 
the picture ol our home, "Quaker- 
acre. " 

The book is a simple reoltal of tho 
story and stories of my life, wlUiout 

any attempt at dramatization or 
crhetori, and is intended for general 
reading, and is of such a character 
that any youn^ lady may read it to 
a company of her lady and (gentle- 
men (riends. It will not discuss re- 
litfion, and while it speaks of maoy 
persons by name it will nut havaaB 
unkind word to say of anyb >'|y. 

It tells the story of my sichool 
days and tells about my ;<' '-tty i;irl 
class-mates and sweet-hearis when 
we had a New York lady toacluT in 
my father's lar^fe and hnsiii table 
home. It tells some of tho war 
stories of my father in 1H12; his 
"running the gauntlet, " and bflng 
saved by Tetumsey. 

Theu it tells of my college days 
and luve atTaAra there, tbeo bow I 
became a ureacher and an account of 
my preaching, then how I be<:ame 
an Infidel, then of my trave.ing as a 
pedestrian on the other side of tke 
ocean, then of my fariuiog, aud then 
all the particulars of <ny love mat- 
ters with my present, and only, 
wife, then my exi^t- rieuoe in banking, 
and in journalism, and as a "Jrum 
mer;" my writing the "Rational 
View," my starting and editing tho 
fiura Oiaaa BLAoa; how It grew 
trooi what I expected to be a merely 
local papor to what it now is, ana 
tha OMMNra and imprisonments to 
whlohnBaa brought me, up to the 
dilaol mj writing as a prisoner of 
* PeoitentlHV. 



Vip fratornaUj. 



I 



r\»«ni fir Ihr Bl I'l »M 

CRIME OF 
CHRISTENDOM. 



"Thj desire shall be to (bj bu* 
band and hp 8 
Holy Hlble 

"l/ot the woman learn in nilencc 
with all BubjectloD."— Holy Bible 

"Womftn wh«l kmlli i* with 

"Touoh M Mt*'— JMMMMary 
Ml«dil«M. 

*«A1) Nm wMom ol V«dM. Md al 
111* ht^bimt wrlttM Im boolw, is to 
IW (Duni oonoMlfl^ I* ti« iMMPt of 
woman."— Vedas. 

"WhoB women are booored the 

diviniii«Mf cMMBi."— Fame ni 

ble." 

» 

I have a few ideai to oxpross on 
the greatest crime of t lif a^'es, iiamr 
ly WIVK MURitlR. Tlicsc ideas may 
not accord with tlinsa of olhci-s, liiit 
they arH honest, and wliy should wi 
fear to express honest thou^jhls 
The world today is a l)attic tield be 
cause humanity fears to express-its 
honest thoughts, and because wo 
men and men arc bor.<l slaves to 
laws and customs established bv 
dead generations, and convpnttonal- 
ities enforced by the living, in order 
to retain power over the minds and 
bodies of t>ieir rellt)ws. Christianity 
is crying out to the whole world 
"come into "ur fold, and we will civ- 
ilize, liuni.kiii>. and save you," yet 
the crimcR ot Christendom put to 
shame in numbers and brutality 
those of other ages and religions. 
One of the most frequent crimes in 
the long oalendor of crime in Ohrit 
Random Is wife murder. 

England and the United State* 
boast of leading the world in Chris 
tian ciTilixation, yet the press of 
tbeaa nations wreaki with the most 
brutal murders of the wives, mis- 
tresses, and sweetheairts of men, 
many of these women bearing un- 
Iwrn ohUdren in their bodies. In 
the past tour days the press of this 
Motion of the United StatM records 
the appalling teei that 11 women 
haTs bam m ordered by man who 



«laim*d <^illMB M wlTflt or sweet 
tearts. mvtdar of women by 
as grmra so eoBnoB that the 
gtrea less space to such an 

Booe than to a pigeon shooting 
$ fox hunt, or a prize fight 
Vottr thousand two hundred and 
thirteen wives have benn murdered 
Iby their husbands in Christian 
United States in 17 months, and the 
optdemic of woman killing is so wide 
spread, that the young man, before 
he gets a wife, is trying his msster 
hand at the murder business, on the 
young woman who rejects his atten- 
tions. This carnival of wife and 
sweet-heart murder is food for deep 
refieotion to all who are observing 
our Christian civiUsatkw witk its 
alarming conditions. 

To my m'nd the cause of all crimes 
committed against women, is the 
oft repeated command of the "Holy 
Bible that women be kept in sil 
ence, subjection, aad Obsdlmoe to 
their husbands. 

I have searched the Scriptures 
diligently and I find one of the first 
acts of the God of the Bible was to 
curse woman, and the curse cootin 
ues from the lirst woman E^e in 
■Genesis, to the scarlet woman of 
Revelations, ui)ou whose foreheid 
was written 'Mystery, Babylon the 
Great, the .Mother of Harlots and 
abominations of the earth, and this 
curse has not been lifted even unto 
this present day, when thousands of 
women in Christendom for the crime 
of disobedience to their husbands 
are paytog tha ponalty with their 
lives. 

The command for the subjection 
and obedience of women to their 
husbands rings clear and true 
through the whole Bible. 

"Thy desire bbail betothj htts- 
4)and and be shall rule over thee." 

**Wive8 submit yourselves to your 
own husbands, us unto the Lord." 

"Let the woma^ learn In silence 
with all subjection;" 

"I suffer not a woman to taaoh, 
nor to usurp authority over the man 
taittobainsilenoe." 

**JV>r Adam was first formed, then 
Bve. And Adam was not deneived, 
bat the woiiaA being deceived was 
la the traosgressioo.^' 

» woflua would Icnow anything 
M her iaarft of bar husband at 



Lot women adorn UmbsoIvm in 
t apparel with shaaM-fMsd- 



"Thebuabaad Is thohaadof the< 
wilo, evea M Ohriat is the head of 
(bttdiiwcht" 
<V«st your women keep sllanc* in 
' i; lor it Is not permitted 
to spaak; bat tboy are 
I to ba uadar obadloaoe. ' 
commands are given in 
language, so plain that it 
gMM to me that woaten with oe- 
fiaSve mentality could uaderstand 
them. There is nothing in all thi 
range of literature of religions thai 
su humiliates, insults and degrade > 
women as the commands of tht 
<JBoly Bible" for her subjection and 
Ohtdianrn If the Bible is God t, 
holy word, when It says that wives 
most obey their husbands, and learn 

to lilaooo with aUMtuKtioa, I talu 



ha says. Tba hMMt duty of a 
OkrlaUaa is to obtf^'e low. As 

Ood repeat^ly eommands that 
wives shall obey their busliands. It 
is clearly the duty of husbands 
to see that ' Qod's command 
is executed, even if a dose of hot 
lead or coUt nteel has to be admtal^ 
tered to the disobedient wife. 

If a man does not see to it with a 
linlfe or pistol that a wife "obey and 
«erve him in subjection as long as 
life lasts," he is not living up to 
Christian privileges. If these meth- 
ods have to l>e resorted to, to keep 
women In subjection, so muoh the 
worse for the women and the Hihle. 

If a wife will not remain in silence 
and subjection, a^ long as life lasts, 
a sure method of forcing her into 
8>ibjeRtion is to murder. A dead 
woinan is a subdued rebel This is 
the same principle now being acted 
upon by Christian t'nited States in 
murdering P'ilipinos, and Christian 
England murdering Honrs, in order 
to advaiie.> Christian civilization. 

ThMiiv.iiiils of sermons are preach 
rd alioul the f.ill of Adam, the meek- 
ness of Moses the patience of .lob. 
the wis<lom of Solomon, (always 
dead si'ence on the morals of Sol- 
omon) the learning of Paul; sermons 
on tho duty of women; sermons 
against dancing, theatre going, 
horse racing, card playing, ballot- 
t)ox stutling. and such other oirer 
sious, but there never was and there 
never will be a sermon preached in 
nhristendom against wife mar^ 
The Clergy dare not toooh this 
orimo, for tta fMHaaoo and sub 
jection of woMb M Mm ooraor stone 
of Christianity. 

The obey "vow" la that Barrtage 
ooramoay comaMMkled bj tho oimfoh 
has iafttsod a deadly vtnm lato oar 
soeiology. 

A Uooasotasaod by tho stato, and 
a OMrrtaigo omMay porCorastd by 
a praaohor glvas tho hoibaad com- 
plete control over tho body and ac- 
tions of the wife, whether the wife 
recognizes this fact or not, and all 
men who deal Justly and generously 
with their wives are living above the 
law and not in accordance with Bi- 
ble command. The idea that woman 
Is a subject in our present system is 
thoroughly recognized by the boy 
before he reaches the age of 10 years. 

The question asked at the marriage 
altar "Who giveth this woman to be 
married to this man," is the diabol- 
ism of the ages, and the deepest in- 
sult that could be offered to the wo- 
man who always puts up the biggest 
stal(e in the matrimonial venture; 
and yet the average mature woman, 
as well as the unsuspecting trusting 
maiden accepts such degrading con- 
ditions of bargain or sale without a 
protest. 

The church catechism says that 
'the chief end of man is to glorify 
ioi"andthe church says that the 
chief end of woman is to glorify 
man, and serve, honor and 'obey him 
in holy matrimony. 

Tho condition that the woman 
must serve and otiey her lord and 
master as long as life lasts is of no 
consequence in comparison with the 
great conquest she has gained in 
capturing a lord and master. 

Suppose every marriageable wo- 
man could be made to realize the 
possibilities contained in the "serve 
and obey" marriage vow? Suppose 
they could look into the faces of mil- 
lions of women who are physical 
wrecks, financial slaves and domestic 
bond servants, without wages; or 
even look upon the lacerated body 
of the wifo whose husband has taken 
her life because she did not ''serve 
and obey" him according to the 
man's idea, do you not think they 
would halt before ensnaring them- 
elves in the silker bonds which 
might be changed to bonds of iron 
aniJ demand that the church revise 
her marriage ceremony? 

If women realized their power the 
church would be forced to revision 
in short order. If God's word can 
be constantly revised on all o«her 
su\)jects, we don't see why the code 
for women cannot be revised. The 
reason this has not been done long 
ago, is that the Bible revisers have 
always been men, and they recog- 
nised the wisdom of the "obey, sil- 
ence, and subj ction ' ' policy. 

Why should a woman be sworn to 
obey her husband, any more than 
the husband should be sworo to obey 
his wife? The woman is often the 
superior mentally to the a»a, and 
nearly ai ways morally. Under pres- 
ent oonditions when throa-foortbs of 
all crime is comadtted by bob, it 
would be wiser and safsnfor women 
to issue ooamands until a large per 
tlon of Biaaoulinity is reconstructed. 

To have a religion that a woman 
shall obey a man, degrades the man 
evea more than the woman, and 
transmits this degradation to cbil 
dren, for from woman the race re 
oeives its mental impressions, as 
well as physical quickening. Such 
ladignity offered to woman is to say 
that all mea are wiser, better, and 
purer than women, and that woman 
needs a master, aad therefore the 
B'ble and Christianity decree that 
she shall have one. 

There is something more than 
strong drink and anger that causes 
this mania for wife murder. The 
real cause of it is, that men, have 
the idea that they own their wives 
and so they do if Christianity is true. 
Cbrist'auity classes the wtfe with 
"goods and ehatteU";0«Mi with his 
"o\ and the ass" 

When a man gives way to strong 
driuk or temper, the wif(? he has 
sworu to love and cherish, is always 
the one be abuses and heaps his 
wrath upon. He would not dare to 
extend nis abuse to others. He 
knows whether drunk or sober that 



the church decrees that his wife 
"must obey and serve him," so he 
iustifles himself in forcing oliedience 
by any method be may elect. 

He believes too that if he murders 
his wife In cold blood, and society 
eomm its the crime of swinging him 
ffOB the soaflold for the deed, he 
can accept .Tesus ax his Savior and 
be baptized and his blood-stained 
soul soul is thereby washed as wbil^ 
as snow, and he is given a through 
ticket to his heavenly home. 

The murdered wife might have 
been like the woman who was asked 
by tho parson "What she knew of 
the blessed Lord and Savior .lesus 
Christ?" With an pn(|uiring look 
she replied "Mister I never heard of 
the gentleman. We live so far from 
the bin ro.id, and Jphn n ever t ells 
me niithin of aobSiy Mbl MM! 
these parts. " 

If the murdered wife belongs to 
that class that ''lives so f ar from 
(he bit; mail ' her |>osition is the 
munler route to eternal ptinishtnciit 
' (ireat is the mystery of godliness " 
Any religious law or custoin lliat 
fiisters a spirit of tyranny in the liu- 
man heart strikes D;u l; at humanity 
with terrible ven^'cnce, and the 
obedience of wives is an cmph.isi/.ed 
Bible decree. I do not wish to con- 
vey the idea that men are more tyr- 
annical or brutal under exasoerating 
circumstances than women. Not at 
all. I think men and women are 
both off the same piece of goods, and 
tlMt BMB exercise these propensitiea 
owre than womea because tne relig- 
ious law has inouleated the idea that 
man should rule, aad woaaa shonld 
be a subject. 

Neither the best bob aor the 
best women aft St to be trusted 
with power ovar thelt fellows, for 
us to this prsee a t time no man, and 
no woman ever had abeolute power 
over a fellow homaa being, who did 
not abuse it. 

If the Bible taught that husbands 
should be obedient aad in;snbjection 
to wives, the crime of hnsliand mur- 
der would doubtUna be as common 
as wife murder is today. But ^e 
Bible does not deal with wo- 
man as a human iMing, or an indi- 
vidual "with human rights. Woman 
from a Bible point of view, Is an 
after-thought of the Creator, to be 
held in subjection to man, and 
chiefly valued as being a race pre- 
server. An act of disobedience or a 
suspicion against a wife's chastity 
is often considered sufficient cause 
for murdering her; yet if all tlie 
wives whose saint and sinner bus- 
bands are -untrue to them, should 
pursue them unto death, the state of 
Texas would not be large enougli to 
buy the victims. There would not 
be enough members left in the 
United States Congress to bury the 
dead, or to object , to BrighaB Rob- 
erts taking his seat. 

Our marriage system decreeing 
the obedience %f^j|suWection of wo- 
men has been oinBed by the church 
since the time of IBoee rosebuds of 
domestic purity Solomon and David, 
to the saints and^sianers of today 
who murder wives, of flood our di- 
vorce courts. The condition of the 
domestic life of Christendom pro 
claims the result of this wrong to 
the mothers of the race. 

If women and men who realize the 
alarming conditions ot society today 
will copy and study every verse in 
the Holy Bible from Genesis to 
Revelations that in any why alludes 
to woman, they will not only have a 
choice colle tiou of literary excerpts 
of which even Anthony Comstock 
would be proud, but the cause of the 
carnival of wife murder will be ex- 
plained. The reason that thousands 
more women are not victims is be- 
cause men are so much better, gran- 
der, and nobler than their religion. 

Kvery wife that has been murder- 
ed by her "lord and master" since 
Constantine the wife murderer 
es'ablished the Cliristiaa religion, is 
a victim of the doctrine of the sub- 
juction of women. 

Thousands of cases of wife murder 
by the knife or bullet are yearly re 
corded in the press of Christian na 
tionr, bat ther^' are thousands of 
wives murdered by other methods of 
which no notice ia taken, and the 
Christian minister commits these 
victims to their graves with the 
Scripture "The Lord gave and tak- 
etb away, blessed be tbeaaase of the 
Lord." 

It is high time that women who 
am the ohlsf sepport of Christianity 
should turn a search light on a re- 
ligious aystem that makes tyraats 
'and murderers of men, and slavish 
o^ards and victims of women. 



remains for the Infidel press alone 
to unroof society and seek for the 
cause of the terrible conditions un- 
der a Christian olviiisatlon. Let 
the secular preas aak the burning 
question : wliat is the oause of thou- 
sands of wife murders every year in 
Christian lands. Let Christian wo- 
men enter into their closets and 
when they have shut the door, open 
Holy Ritibie and And out what it holds 
for them, and perhaps they will dis- 
cover that even as Eve deceived 
Adam, the priest has been deceiving 
the daughters of live ever since 
Adam SfmiA Ht «tMd I* the 
public. 



The Theologico-Therapeu- 
ttc 



Poor huaianltyl Its Ufe voyage is 
tempestaous enough without taese 



diabolisms destroyiag Nature's di 
vine liarmony Mtween the sexes. 
Comradeship botweea the huelNuid 
and wife will evolve ail that Is beet 
in human Nature, and this can nevfr 
be done under a religious system 
that makes man the ruler and wo- 
man the subject. I have observed 
that the most relifHous people are 
the greatest tyraate. If aien, thev 
tyrannize over women, and if wo- 
nun, they tyrannize over children 
and servants. The spirit of tyranny 
sanctioned by the Bible arms nations 
to destroy other natiOBI. places tho 
ecclesiastical and polllleal boss in 
the saddle thdl they may ride rough 
shod over their trusting and credu- 
lous fellows, enthrones the domestic 
mogul bt the hearth-stone, strews 
the matrimonial sea with wrecks 
and wrinkles the earth with the 
graves of the victims of tyranny. 

With all thete terrible conditions 
about us after Ittoo years of Bible 
Chribtiunity and with red handnl 
wife aud sweet-heurt murderers 
flooding «ociety, the church, the 



other people have rights he is bound courts, looietj aad the seouUr and 
ta mi iijiibd hebaMra tM^ lhil(Ml^|«ig pitw bMcttiUNlbMiil 



It now seems highly prot)able thst 
erek>ag, 6hriatlaa Selentlsts will 
force an issy between the Christian 
religion and real scientists. 

These Christian theiapeutc; 
real or so-called— plaiaiy have the 
Bible on their side. There is not In 
the New Testament any allusion to 
any means of curing the sick .except 
by miraculous means. 

It is. said that Jesus cured the sick 
by irifadee, iBd he aaye to his disi- 
plea that titoy ehaU da greater mir- 
acles than he ever did. 

The only 'instruction given in the 
Bible as to how sick Christians are 
to be oured la la JMl 14, U, aad 
is as follows: 

"Is any sick among you let him 
call for the elders of the church; and 
let them pray over him, aanointing 
hiB with ett If tha aaiMi «l the 
Lord; 

And the prayer of fhlth ahaU* eave 
the sick, and the Lofd shall raise 

him up." 

Christians deal with that passage 
of scripture as they do with ail 
others; they accept or reject]it just 
as suits their purposes. 

Dwight L. Moody ranks, with Sam 
Jones and Talmage, as one of the 
great t heotogical trinity of the 
United Stalee. He lately said, in a 
public address, that] if he were 
taken sick be would send- for the 
finest physician in the city. Q He Is a 
bloated gouraaad..c Be was soon 
after taken siek aad had his physl 
cians. 

But while Mr. Moody and an over- 
whelming majority of the priests 
and preachers of the United States 
do not believe the plain scripture 
statement that faith and prayer and 
annolnting with oil in the name of 
the Lord, will cure sick people, and 
are not willing to risk this Inspired 
perscription, there are many Chris- 
tians who do t>elieve it, and, as is 
true of all these raligious^.fads and 
fakes, the number of people believ- 
ing it is rapidly increasingland they 
are generally people above the aver- 
age Christian intellectuality. 

The constitution of this country 
certainly granta to its people the 
right to practice their religious coc- 
victions. Of course, however, this 
must mean when these convictions 
do not conflict with the safety and 
happtaeaeof bthera. Ibis would be 
necessary to testraln suchVpartiea 
as Freeman of Pocassett, and sev- 
rel others who, in imitatioii of Abra- 
ham have offered their obiklren as 
sacrifioes to the Lord by kilUag 
them. In the case of Roberts the 
Mormon Congressman it must be de- 
cided whether he should be allowed 
to have three wivea because his re- 
ligion based oa the Bible, la his 
judgment, warrants a plurality of 
wives; Solomon being a case in hand 
and the Old Testament, ubique, rec- 
ognizing poligamy while the New 
Testament saye aothlag about It. 

These Christian ,S Mcntists have a 
female apostb that they claim is in- 
spired of God to teach this Christian 
healing. She is a shrewd Yankee 
adveatarees aaaed Mary Baker Bd- 
dy aad her MhaBi Is to asake aMm- 
ey. 

I know some Ohrbtlan woasen who 
are above the average of Christian 

intelligence, who I think, honestly 
believes in the alleged cures of2>this 
woman, their information •^being 
based upon Ibe teetlBoa? of ptefees- 
ional advocates of this woman Mrs. 
Eddy, or upon the reports ot persons 
who only pretended to be sick, or of 
persons who needed rest and were 
aotnaUy beaeflted by the rest thait 
is an essential part of the Christian 
Science code of therapeutics. 

Further than this there'^is no ''ac- 
credited body of physldaas or of 
real scientists any tvhere who recog- 
n ze that there is any efficacy in the 
Christian boienoe treatment, aud yet 
all over this country there are con- 
tinually new reports of children, too 
young to judce for themselves, who 
die from tho want of medical treut- 

oient, because their parentt aad 
haliave la OhvMaa 



Science and refuse to give them 
medicines. 

Even if we grant to asatare peo- 
ple the right to aatoMe. as it 
were, by declining reaedm for 
their own maladies. It liitlll ques- 
tionable whether thay tm apply 
their thoOTlli I* Mala Aelr 
charge. 

That there is great eBpyrMsn in 
medicine has always been thie. The 
Rgyptlan hieroglyphio for a doctor 
Is a duck; an evident allusion to his 
' quack." But, for all this, expert 
medical treatment is, according to 
the consensus of the competent, the 
most efficient remedy for disease. 

The question now is: Shall these 
Christian Scientists be allowed to 
practice their religion, plainly sup- 
ported by the New Testament in 
healing (7) the sick by faith and 
prayer, or shall the law take the 
matter in hand, and in prohibiting 
their practice, officially reaouaoe a 
scriptural teaching thil la ao pWa 
as any In the Bihlc. 

TH£ BLADE 

ABO TBI raw TOBB WOBLD, 

For n.n a Tear. The World Oom 
lag Brery Other Day, Bxoept 
•aaday, aad the Blade fOr 



The Blade tho Greatest Religious 
Paper in the World, and '.he 
World the Greatest Secu- 
lar Paper in the 
World. 

The ^Lus Grass Bi.ADE, the groat 
est Religious Journal in the world 
and the New York World, the great 
est Secular Journal in the word have 
gone into a combine aad will pool 
their earnings. 

The World will come three tin es 
a week, that Is every other day ex 
oept Baaday, when the Bladi, 
pnnetoally eaon Sabbath mom, laden 
to the guards with the latest and 
fresheet from the religious world 
will appear aad fill what would oth- 
eriirlse be aa "aehing void" In the 
hearts of the ptoualr woUaed. 

It wouKi be a refleetiOn upon the 
general iateUlgoaoe of the world at 
large, and ot America especially, to 
descant upon the merite of toese 
two great journals. Not to know 
them Is to proolaiB yourself un 
known. 

With the Blju>i no other rellgiov s 
reeding is necessary; not even the 
Bible, prayer book or hymn book 
Having the Blaob It Is not necessary 

t. >ay any pew rent, or to entertain 
preaJners, or to chip Into the mis- 
sionary box, and ycfur breechea are 
not bagged at the a a esa by kneeling 

in churches. 

Having the New Torts World 
three times a week, you are "thor 
oughly furnished Into eatery good 
work*^ (II. Tim. 3: 17) lit matters 
secular, and nothing else in secular 
juornalism. Is necessary for c Iti 
vated ladies and gentlemen. 

If you are taking the Bladi send 
me $1.65 and your Bladi will be 
credited up a year, and the World 
will begin at once to come to you 
three times a week. If you are not 
taking the Blade, send ma-$1.66and 
the two papers will at once start to 
you. 

This is the greatest offer for re- 
ligions and poBtlcal Utmrntare you 

ever saw. 

Address all communications to 
BuaOaaeeBLaaa. Tioxlagtaa 



THE BATinj^AL 
VIEW 



-BY- 



CHARLES C. MOORE. 



A book ot J73 fpagwJS^X;? 



neatly bound and plainly printed 
Pr ice 50 c ents; P ostage"Prepaid . 
It irTmodeniSRatkMialistk view 
of 



C. C. MOORE, 

Lexington, Ky, 




TERMS OF THE BLADE. 

lujpy f jr oae year ft-OO 
5jopies" " " M.M 
10 " " " $t oo 

M «• " " " ir.oo 
60 " " " |i».oo 



100 



125.00 



MT AOENT AT PABIS, KT.. 

Is Mr. W. T. Ficklen, aged 71, 
who has been a most exemplary 
member of the Christian church for 
50 vears, when that church put him 
and me in jail t>ecause we were Pro- 
hibitionists. Bro. Ficklen is also 
agent for the "Rational View." 
Price 60 oents; neatly bound. 



c&o 



BOUTS. 



SBOUTEST 
LINE TO 

LOUISVILLE, 
ST. LOUIS, 



These Works are Bound in tht 
Hlehcst Style of the Art. 

Fine Bindingd* 



Darwfn'o OrffHi of Spoclto. 

I vol., half rnlf, 52.00 

Darwin's Descent of Man. 

I V..!., h.llf ralf, . 52.00 

Darwin'o (Charlts) Cofnplcto 
Works, f 8 vols., half eeir, . .#B*00 

Spencer's First Principles.— 

I vol., half r,iir. . 2.00 

Spcnccr'n DgtB 9t Cthlcs.- 

I vol, half calf, ... 2.00 

Spencer's Complete Workit 

IS vols., ii.iif- .df, . <S5.00 

Proctor'H Other Worlds thun 

Orss. r V..1 , h;ili < .dr. S2.C0 
Koran. I ranslatctl by (leor^e Sale, 
t vol., hair cair, . . . . 2.00 

GIbtNMi'o Htotory .tho Dt* 

CLINK snd F«H of the Roinsn Rmpl-e. 

5 vols., half., df, lO.dO 

Lecky's History of European 
Morals, a vols., half calf, . JI7.C0 

Lecky's History' of Cnglaml. 

a vols., half calf, . •. 10.00 

Carlyle's HI»t.Of the Frem h 
Revolution, t vol., half calf, 2.00 

BlMe MytlW. tvol., H mar., 5w00 

Fragments of Science. By 

JnliA Tyndall. I vol., half calf, 2.00 

Huxley 'Thomoa H.) Works. 

M vols , half caif, . . 45.00 

Hugo'o LooMiocraMM. 

h.ilfc.ilf, . . . . 4.00 

Las CoMO* Napolton. t ^ - 

half calf, -. . . . #8.00 

O'Meara'o Napoleon. * vols., 

haifcalf, . . . ■ ,f^*4.00 

Spanish Romances. ~^HC2{Laffi 

with forty-eight beautiful elchinjp(, Hir 
calf, boxed, . . . 53G.t)0 

The followinc titles of the Spanish 
Romances sold separately. 

Don Quixote. 4 vols., with 4 etdc 

ingstoeach vol., haifcalf, . 312.00 

Adventures of Gil Bias. ^ voh., 

with etchings, boxed, half r \]f. ^n.OO 

Asmodeus; or, the Devil up- 
on Two Sticks. By Le Sage. One 
vol., half cnlf, . . S3.00 

Bachelor of Salamancn. i<y 

Le.SaRe. i vol., half calf, . 53.00 

Vaniilo Gonzales; or. The 
Maaav Bachelor. By Le Sage. liiif 

eeir, 

Lasarlllo de Tormta. By 

Diego Meodota. a vols., hslf cslf, 6.(| 
Addreee ordere to 

0. 0.' XOOBB, iMdagtea. Ky^^.^ 



These Works are Bound in tht 
Highest Style of the Art. j 

Fine Bindinedt 




AND ALL 



CUK^AGO. 

POINTS WJBfT. 



Gibbon's History of Christ!- 

ANiTY. Half calf, 54.'30 

Ncslier's Superatitlon in All 
Aon. Halfeair, . . f2«00 

Volney's Ruins of Cmpin;s. 

Haifcalf, .... 32.00 

Buchner'a Force A Matter. 

Haifcalf, . . . 32.00 

Buchner'a Man In the Pakt* 

Present & Future. Haifcalf, 52*00 
Palne's Political Works, com- 

PLE TE. a vols. 

Theological Works. • voir--] 

Poetical and Misccllane* 

OUS WOKKS. I vol. . 

Life. 1 vol. 

UnquesiioHaily tJu Ptnist lUustra- 
l$d Edition PtMislui. 

Paine'a Principal Political 
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morocco, I7.50 ; full tree caif, 39.00 

VoltaH-e'a Romances. Half 

«ir 34.00 

Voltaire's Eaaays and Crlti- 

cisMs. Haifcalf, . 34J0O 

Rcnan'a Lift of Jooua. i toi., 

haifcalf, . . . . 32jOO 

Schopenhauer'a Eaaays. One 
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